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SIR, 

^ThE imboiiiided benevolfence and unparalleled 
pliilanthi'opy attributed to I am confident, will 
induce you to excuse this hasty and unoraamented 
epistie ; but my continuance in England being very 
uncertain, I am impeiled precipitately to commit 
myself to you, and to the pubiick, 

You have been for abovG twenty years considered 
the patron of Sierra Leone/ and you are designated 
the Father of the Abolition." The effect of my 
exer(!ftfis for that colony, and the spirit of my de- 
cisions in support of the abolition, I hope Vt^ill 
prove, that I have been as sincere a friend to the 
one, and practically as beneficial a promoter of the 
other, as any unassuming individual. Thus em- 
barked, I should consider it a dereliction of prin- 
ciple, and a proof of insensibility, to neglect exerting 
myself at all times in this great cause ; but the- 



cr.'oinlious ?.ccouiiis I have rccentlj' re^eive'd frorft 
Sierra, Leone, aiid'the awfully pending- slate of the 
a]jo!ition, imperioiisl}'- demand from me some effort 
at tliis moment. Privji.te exertion I have exhausted ; 
from liigb aiithorit}' I. am personall}^ excluded ; 
Ihcrcforc to public appeal i am driven. It is. the 
only means by wbicli I ca.ii fulfil my duty to the 
King, prove my aitentioji. to the coion}^^ over 
which 1 judicially preside^ and manifest my zeal 
for the civilization of Africa^ and the abolition of the 
sl'd"e trade. 

I. shall comriience witli. e review of what lias 
been done from the establi'^lini^^nt of the Sierra 
Leone Company*; whose avowed objects were to 
" encoijrage trade with: the west coast of Africa ; to 
. promote eidtivatioo^ a.dvance civilization^ diffnse 
^' morality^, and induce come attention to a pure 
system of religion in Africa, ;" sis also, '^nol tor 
suffer their servants to have the slightest con- 
nesion \titli the slave , trade ; ■ neitlier to. buy^ 
^'^ sell, or eiopl.Oy raiy- one in, a state . of slavery 5 
^' and to represi^s iht IrafEck as far as their influence 
would extend/'' This, was a wise ^nJ; truly be-^ 
neficent plan, promising' wealth to England^, mid 
happiness to Africa; but i have inquired, and 
liave found that no part of it was ever cariisd inks 
efrect4 

Vidq then Report fm I7d% printed by I'^sillips^ George- 
yardj Loinbard-strtet. 



Tlie Conipai^t obtaipled^ hi a TC-yy shorl time, 
a s'uperabim donee of laud, finely situated, and ivelL 
circumsfiinced on the Sierra Leone river in cx- 
cliaiig-e for a few insignificant articles of merclian- 
dise;: they coliccted togetlier from Loudon, lia- 
lifas, G.nd Jamaica, near two thousand settlers st 
very little expense ; tliey had zealous and affluent 
supporters in England ; they had unprejudiced and 
tractable (though unenlightened) natives to ne- 
.«rotiate with : and they had near two hundred and 
fifty thousand pounds capita! ; yet they very quickiy 
made the natives suspicions, the settlers discon- 
tented f , their best sen'^ants were obiigcd to seek 
establishments under the native chiefs t; and al- 
though they had a monopoly of the trade, and their 
wiii was the regulation of profit, they sunk almost 
to bankruptcy, from causes enveloped in mystery, 
and applied to Government for support and pro- 
tection §. To the Nova Scotia settlers they pro- 
mised land for cultivation ; twenty acres to each 
man || ; ten for his wife ; and five for eacli child ; 
but this promise they never fulfilled 1: no man was 
allowed above a fifth of the land to which he y»^as 
entitled; and implements to cultivate, even such a 
portion, were difficult to find, and too expensive to 

^' Falconbridge's Account, 1792, also the Agreemei)t with 
King Naimbana, and Company, 
t Appendix, No. L 

I Some of them returned to the colony after the Abolition 
act passed, and reside there at present, 

§ Vide Parliamentary grants. 

II Lieut. Clarkson, who signed the agreement. 

^ Settlers remonstrated in vain, then ensued an insurrcctioHe 
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^ .pr<5cure. The settld-s could ' not raise in the' co- 
■ lony'- eveii rice arid yams' for sitbsistcflc^. ; ■ tlvei? 
¥^iry existence depended on a supply from- the 
neighbouring rivers. ' ' Had land been gTavited at the 
commencement to the settlers as promised; had 
they been enabled to cultivate, and raise provision:? 
for C(t>nsi5oiption and barter,- they wouid soon have 
rendered themselves independent of, and iess pro^ 
litaMe to the Company;) whose stordceepev pmv 
chased provisions from the natives, paid for thcra 
in merchandise*, and sold them to the set- 
tlers ; th?s mig-ht have produced little profit, but it 
secured gTcat control. Even the plants indig-enotrs 
M. the soii remained wncultivated. Cotton, coffee, 
imiig'o, tobacco, &c, &c. were conspicuons ; but it 
was in all the wildnes^ of nature. Such wer^s 

s, 

their efforts' to promote cultivation. 

In civilization, they proceeded so far as to send 
two persons to Teembof (a few days walk from 
Sierra Leone), and educated half a dozeii African 
boys in England, sufiiciently, for common clerfc- 
ships in the colony. : 

As to religion and morality, they had a Cimrcli 
of England clergyman for a few months J, and a 
missionary for a few years ; but they had Methodise 
tcacliers and preachers in abundance ; the benefits 

* Falconbrid^e's Account, p, 189- 
t Vide Conipai.y's-lU'porr. 
I- Faiconbrirlge's Accouuk 
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derived froni their precepts may he Imag-hieC fit^ni; 
the missionary assuring me. on his leaving, the colony 
in. 1812, ■ reliequishing his 'house and SbOL .per 
annum, that he could do' no good fiiere, as the 
mhobiistiits were too far sunk in siii.aiid immo- 
rality ; that he would reniove to the 15ooliam shore, 
try new ground, and endeavour to instruct the 
'■^ native^;, improve their oondltion in this life, and 
prepare them with a knowledge of, and conduct 
for the world to come." Lastly, their servants 
constantly purchased the natives*, worked them 
themselves without pay, and hired them to others 
for pay ; suffered slaves to be brought in and taken 
out <if the colony ; allowed them to be seized and 
delivered to their masters when they sought protec- 
tion ; permitted their storekeeper to supply the slave 
factories f, slave ships, and to feed the trade in every' 
possible way. Even in Mr. Ludlam's last adminis^ 
tratipn of the government, two cargoes of slaves: 
taken from the Americans, were publicly sold at 
tvventy dollars a head |. So much for their efforts 
to repress the slave trade, of which they had pro- 
fessed such an abhorrence, and which the act of 
parliament for incorporating the company, forbade 
them to pursue. Is it possible the directors did not 
know, hear, or believe this, or any part of iij If 
disapprobation had attached to such conduct, is it 

* Given in evidence, on oath, before GcYcnior Thompson q^d 
Chief Justice Thorpe. 

i Abundance of proof of this in the colony. 

X Documents to prove this may be found in the High Court 
ef AdminvUy as transmitted by Governor Thompson, in lS08-(), 
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proBaM^i tliej woiitd coritimie in tlmt. coiifideiic&^- 
after thej had heoxci of it, tlie persons wlio managed 
tlieir coRcerns r?- Or did they injagine by trumpeting 
their abhorrence of ibis diabolical traSck^ fu!mii5atiDg< 
aguip^t every person implicated ni it, and blazoning 
the virtues of those who seemed anxioiis to extermi- 
na.te it^ that they would prevent those, transactions,^ 
from being divulged ; or if revealed, that they could 
induce this nation to discredit any authority that 
ipaight dare to give them utterance ? The Omniscient 
will know and judge ; impotent huiyianity^' may con- 
jecture 1 

After sixteen year? experiment, trade having 
failed ; culth. ation being retarded, civiiizaiion unat> 
^empted ; religion and morality debased, and the 
slave trade nourished; every plan defeated, every 
artifice exposed ; the Company, desirous of relieving 
themselves from the enormous expense, prevailed 
pn government to accept a surrender of tlie colony*, 
mid formed (to uphold their old influence) a society 
called the African Institution : having taken leave 
of the expense, they demanded to be paid for their 
buildings, and did accordingly receive a large snm 
from the treasury f , although they had before ob- 
tained (by pleading poverty) one hundred thousand, 
pounds from government for the improvemcnf of 
the colony : their books and agents vrere removed ; 
l^Mia many of the poor settlers who had toiled for 

* Transferred 1st January, 1.808. 
t Vide public account, 1808. 



Iliem for years left m.\p3id. Tlie caBc of soras 
s>f these qM, impoverished^ ancl destitute people, 
i^epreseiited before the cliairman m-tlie Sierra Leone 
Gorr.paiij^ in a committee of tlie African Institution 
but no redress was offered : i simply requested faat 
all their demands •■migM be referred to arbitration 
in the colony j and even this was not complied 
with. 

Having now briefly gone over the plan of the 
Bierra Leone Gompanj^ (of which you were a prin- 
cipal promoter a chief director) and shewn that 
ho part of it ever had been carried into effect^ but 
i\mt the most injurious consequences to Africa and 
the settlers followed from the Company's conne^c^ioi^ 
%vith Sierra Leone ; 1 shall proceed/ Sir, to examine 
|he plah, and the benefits that l^ave arisen from the 
African Institution, of which you are ^. Vice-Presi- 
dent; and this examin'4tiQn may with great propriety 
be addressed to yon^ because in conjunction with 
that little party of select friends v^ith whom you 
profess to act, you still politique to hol(| the patronag^e 
of Sierra f^ebne, 

As the Company expired, the Institution received 
fife. The select of the Company proclaiming' their 
sseal for i^|.frica, and detestation of the slave trade, 
fnduped mp.ny of the first men for talents^, acquire- 
ments, mu\ virtue, to lunte with them in forming 
|hip society, and prevailed on a very sin^iabie Prinze 



^ Early ia 1814 



io preside over it. Thus, when the}'' -were supposed 
to^ have foundered by miBmanagcment, tliey are obr 
.served ridhig iFiiimphantty^ newly decorated^ newly 
jisLRisd, cind SGcursd by th.Q Hiost solid ?iiiGhor3''''ffi 
■The coioiiy was smTendered to governmeot; but 
the trade -rtois ;seciir8d to their ■'qiapagmg secretary ; 
and above ali, he^ was prevailed on to assume, the 
same important stations in the Institution, that he 
had held so beneficially with the Company !! Under 
such promising auspices, ihaj comni^nGed anew in 
1807;, with as much ecl^t as they had set out in 1791 ^ 
Nothing of the old form and system, was to be re-r 
signed ; mjd accordingly their first Report^ was rea4 
in July, 1807 ; from which we learn,. that the 

Institution;, deeply impressed with a sense of the 
" enormous wrongs which the natives of Africa 
'* h^d suffered, and desirous of repairing themy 

were anxious to adopt such measures as were 
" |?est calculated to promote their civilization and 

happiness : that the happiest effects might be 
" anticipated from diffusing useful knowledge, an4 
" exciting industry amongst the inhabitants of 
" Africa, equally beneficial to Africa and Grea^ 
" Britain ; and that the present period (that is 

1807) was eraineutly fitted for prosecuting those 
" benevolent designs." 

The Institution pvofessedf, "to diffuse information 
" respecting the productions of Africa, the ^gri^ 
" cultural ai)d, commercial capacities of that copti-r 



* Sold at Hatchard's, Picca'JiUy. 



f"'" TiSiit, and- the • moral, infeliectual, and political 

" condition of' its inhabitants. ' To ' pr'omote the 
instruction of the Africans in letters, and useful 
knowleda:e, and to cultivate a friendly counervioii 
with the natives; to 'ejiiig-bteii their minds; to 
induce them to substitute a 'beneiiciaL commerce 
ill place of the slave Irade ; to introduce amongst 

" them the useful arts of Europe ; to promote the 
cultivation of the African soil, by exciting, and 
directing their industry, and by furnishing- them 
with^eedsj plants; arid implemehts of husbandry ; 
to introduce medical discoveries; to obtain a 

" Itiiowledge of the principal languages in Africa ; 
to employ agents, and reward enterprize and 
exertion in promoting any of the purposes of the 
Institution," 

The Report then proceeds with aluminous account 
of w^hat they mean to do; describes the great field 
for action before them, and concludes with a pane- 
gyriek on themselves, whilst bearing the title of 
the Sierra Leone Company. 

The second Report begins with a r«?soktion, 
" that proper pei-sons shall be employed to teach 
" the Arabic and Soosoo languages in Sierra Leoiie ;" 
and m pages 4, 5, 6, it speaks of empowering 
Mr. Ludlam to erect a school , and annex a farm ; 
so that with reading and writing, tliey might com- 
bine instmction in agriculture, and other useful 
arts. This would all haye been highly benehciai ; 
but no masters, for the purpose of instructing the 
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rising geiieratibii ' in those ' biigTiages^ Vrere ever- 
Iieardof at Sierra Leone iier was tliei'e ever m\y 
ecliool opened, or .persons ■paid by the African 
Ifiistitutifm for insinicting the cb'ldmi in reading 
and writiog, ■ The British gwernment paid two 
black boys (who v/rote badly and read . worse) foF 
ieachisig thexhildren to read and write ; but as fof 
instraction in Signmltme, and other useful arts/* 
f t never was attempted, 

; . I have- .been infomied that Mr. W, Allen, of 
|*Iough Courts has procured a competent person 
m the colonial establishment to be sent ont by the 
last fleet, in order to commence infusing- a liti^:^ 
Ikiiuwledge in the year 18 15. 

What they next mention worth notice, is sending; 
out cotton seed, and machines : true, they did send 
out such things, before the settlers had land granted 
to them ; before land was prepared, for the seed, or 
implements in the colony to prepare the land with j 
c^onsequently, the seed was thrown into the river 
rotten, and the machines suffered to decay f. 
Their secretary and manager, knew the state of 
the colony perfectly well before these things were 
sent; private advantage seemr? therefore to haye 

. ® In the second and third Eeports it is slated as if carried ijitcn 
effect, 

t Many persons present when those articles arrived in the 
colony can prove the whel^ of tliis statement ; and even in 
London, sufiicient evidence cuuld be Ibund to establish this 
fact. ■ ' 



fell tlie only motive 'for this profuse expenditure. 
Much is then said ■ to induce persons to subscribe 
l-argelyj and the Report cod elides, ''^ a diance will 
beaffbi-dcd for restoring' gome of the captured 
iiegToes to their cciinexiong ; and some, having 
f enjoyed the adYanstr-ge of instruction in agricul- 
f tiiFC^ and other useful, arts in the colony, may pos- 
sibly be beneficially employed in disseminating; 
in other parts of Africa, the knowledge which 
they have thus acquired." I§ it not most dig- 
graceful, by such pubi?cations to delude a liberal 
nation? those poor creatures never received any 
instruction; nor was an e^brt ever made, to restore 
them to their connexions and country. 

In the third Report* the same old delusion, 
practised by the Sierra Leone Company, is kept 
lip. The Report proceeds to state, ^''that the 

colony would produce hemp, rope, cotton, siiki • 
*/ sugur, tea, bark, caniphire, castor oil, tobacco, &c. 

&c. &c" I v/as ill the colony years after this 
report was published, yet never saw any of those 
valuable productions, nor heard of any attempt being- 
made to cultivate any of them, except in the instance 
of one little cotton plantation. The colony scarcely 
produced cassada for the poor settlers ; and never 
exported fifty pounds vforth of its ov/n produce that 
could benefit England^ though the establishment Iibs 
cost her an incredible sum, iiTcluding colonial, 
expenditure, head money, and compensation. 



* Published in iSO^, Compare the Sierra Leone Company's 
Report of 1794. 
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. ' Sb. the fourth Report they begin , to expifihi the 
law to the na.vy. Speaking of the' trade carried; or 
in Yiohtion of our own laws, they tell, thera, 
altlioiLS'li all slaves found on board are liberated -^j 
yet there is a bounty allowed .by govemmciit; to 
the captors 40^. for .eacli man; 30.^., for '"ixli 
-woman ;aiKllO^- for eacli diild; instances have 
occurred in iwhicli this has been, claimed, and re- 
ceived." Thus^ most improperlyj they interfere 
with the law to deceive, the navy/ and assure them 
of rewards which the act never sanctioned. I can* 
not eeter more minntely at present^, into the con- 
tin lied fallacy that pervades the whole Report. 

In the beginning; of the jfifl.h Report it is manifest 
that they do not know even the Portuguese' iposses- 
sions north of the equator ; and after a few pages, we 
are assured, " that between two and three hundred 

boys enjoyed the benefit of education at Sierra 

Leone; and that the seeds and plants sent out; 

were in the most 0Qurishing condition." The 
fallacy, of such representations I exhibited before ; 
bnt the commission of survey I cannot pass over so 
quieldy. In the plenitude of patronage, tvfo of the 
company's ohl servants, Messrs. Ludlam and 
Dawe.% were appointed with captain Columbine com- 
missioners for surveying the west coast of Africa 
within certain latitudes, having a salary of fifiean 
hundred a year each. The first was known to have 
possesi^ed" neither practice nor theory for the dis- 



^ 47 Geo. 3s c. 3(>. The report confuses s. 8. with s. IJ, 
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clmi'ge of cucll a duty ; and if the ollief had- a lilife 
knovdedg'c of land surveying', yet. be was perfectly 
inadequate to such an undertaking' a.s surveying the 
coast ; but captaiu Coliinsbine was iirst depended on 
for knowledge and then incapacitated for the under- 
taking*,, ■ by ■ being appointed Gove"" or of Sierra 
Leone. Messrs. Liidlani; and Da.vr. proceeded a 
iittle way -down the coa^st; the' former died^ and fl'T^ 
latter returned to Sierra Leone, v/here Ca}>laiE 
Coiunibine sat on a hili with a theodolite two or 
three tiraeSj gleaned some assistance from the inde- 
fatigable Oiplain Bones ; made out what they called 
a Report; and thus tog-ratify the select with this piece 
of patronage^ England has uselessly paid above ten 
thousand pounds ! ! ' 

The Directors conclude this Report by informing' 
tiie publiek,, that they had furnished the navy-wiih 

such information as might regulate their proceed^ 
" ings and in their appendix Z,. they g'iye an ex- 
tract tVom our treaty of friendship and alliance ^v;ith 
the Prince Regent of Portugal^ a nd an extract from 
our treaty of commerce and navigation with the 
same power, and ignorantly confusing- the two^ they 
inform ibe navy " that to give; any vessel a title 

to the protection of tlie Portuguese fiag in car- 
*^ rying on even their limited trade in s?ayes^ it id 

necessary that .she should . either be built in the 
" dominions of Portugal;, or condemned as prize in 

a Portuguese court of admiralty ; and that: in 



* See Append!.'!: 2. 



" eillicr . of iliese cases; slicj glioiiM be oWned, by 'd 
Forlnguese suliject^ and tliat Iier master aad 
tbree-foiirtlis of her creiY sliould be- PortM- 
" gtiese subjects besides, iMy induced the Lords 
of 'the Admiralty to send tlife dociiment as iii- 
BtmctmiB to the. ' navy ; under which authority the 
navy v/ere ■ led into error aiid expense ; s^nd the 
courts of Vice Admh'alty rhisled in their decisions. 
So much for their interference with the kw. 

The seven lirst pages of the sixth tteport dispiajr 
eompleie ignorance of the West colsi of Africa^ the 
EtM^ of tlia slave tuMe, and the Portugese posses- 
sions, i Bhall enlarge on these points hereafter. 
The Report proceeds, " From the information of 
''^ ctiptaiu Cniree, as well as from cither sources, thd 
directors have had the satisfaction to learn, that 
the colony of Sierra Leone is in a visible state 
''^ of improvement ; and that its inhabitaiits, consist- 
" ing almost entirely of Africans ^>r their descend- 
antS; increase in number and respectability. The 
eiiect of the pains which have been taken in in- 
strncting the youth from the moment the colony 
was first formed *j is manifested by the supe- 
riority of the rising race of colonists in respect 
" to intelligence." 1 saw Mi\ Cuffee in Sierra 
Leone ; he appeared a man of truth and observa- 
iiQiii and 1 kno\T lie constantly lamented^ while in 
the colony, tlie dres dfu! state of depravity into which 
it wa«i sunk ; ■ from ilih, and llie general fallacious- 



Sij:th repwt, p. ^8* 



ncBs of the Eeports, I am led to conclude he Itever 
srave Bucli iacorrect informatioD. 

^ The Eeport tlieii. declares, "ilie directors are disa|_^- 
" poijitecl not to have Iiad before this time, some more 
specifick details to produce, with respect to the 
progress of improvement in Africa, by means of 
'•^ sehoois-'v aud other institutions under the pa- 
" tronage of the society." Is not this a most ex- 
traordinary assertion to make, tinder the counte- 
iiance of some of the first personages in the empire, 
when there really never was either school or insti- 
tution under their patronage in the colony ? at the 
same time confessing' they have not even a blan- 
dished extract to produce, on the progress of im- 
provement. 

The Report goes on, they are anxious how- 
ever to proceed on some plan, which may remedy 
" this inconvenience, and give a character of 
*■ greater permanence to their measures; at the 
same time they greatly doubt, whether at an early 
period, and until some progress had been made 
in suppressing the slave trade on those parts of 
" the coast to which their views had beeii directed, 
much more couid have been done in the v/ay of 
civilisation, than has been effected." 

i call on them to shevs^ any one instance of ci- 
vilization they have effected, or even attempted : 
They affect to attribute their want of knowledge 



* page 29 and 30. 



6r tlis improveiiieiitfj tliey havs mim to &e tapii 
eliarsge of Goverae-rs ; smely this was tlieii' 
fault ; the fifst Governor ih&j caused to be sent 
oiitj after the siHTcnder of the ' colony to govern- 
tri&nt, wfis F. Thompson, Esq. (eldest son of ihe 
a-!e<mberfor;;Miclhnrst) ; and^ moi^e forttmate Se- 
lection tliey cOnM not have made, for he is a g-en- 
lld^ian of high talents and acqtiircmerits ; from mind 
and body incomparably quahfied for that station ; 
a true, zealoii.s, an'd pra(^tical aholitionist ; possessf- 
in^ great actiV'ity, and a hardihood of constitution' 
that indefatigable exertion (eVen in that climate)' 
could not subdue ; a facility at attaining the native 
kiigtiages coiirage that nothing could awe, and! 
integTity that notliing could shake : but he vva& not 
complying; he could not be induced to be sub* 
servient to their views, instead of lending his 
assistance to conceal the ilIeo:al transactions that had 
taken place in the colony, be condemned in the 
court of Vice Admiralty 167 negroes, v»^ho had 
been sold in the colony since the abolition, by the 
direct interference of the colonial government ! I 
nor would he continue the systepi of misrepresen- 
tation to the Secretary of. State, or furnish falla- 
cious documents for the African Institution. Truth 
and honour were his disqualifications ; he was re- 
called. But they have; had a governor for nearly 
four years, perfectly suited to their wishes; and I 
wonder thej?" have not ppblislied /izs accounts of the 
progress the Institutiou has '.made, in civilizing' 

^ The record of this is in the High Court of Admiralty, and 
v;eU worth readin*?. 



' Sran-a' Leone;' 

The seventh Report commences with the saMe 

■ falkcion'g- representations^ ^''^^that the Bkve ' trade 

^a^ 'dimimsliing. 'whereas the' Forttsgtiese'-at 
•• that-ti'Bie-havmg leaxi'ied to confiiie themselves more 
to "AJuda, Cafe^nda, Princes, and Saint- Paul's de 
lioanda/ ;^ursiied it more vigorously' 'aild vvitK more 
security. The Directors conceive, that the opinion 

.they expressed'la^f year, respecting, the nature of 
• the slave trade 'still -Existing is correct t (viz.) that 
-' a lar^e portion of it is real Portuguese trade ; 
'^^ an<c^ a poition still greater is a British Ame- 

rican trade, carriied on by assuming^ the Spanish 
tff Portuguese Hag • and that the real Spanish 
'^'^ traded if any, lis very sniail indeed*." Every 
part of this m incorrect * th6 Portuguese trade was 
infinitely th^, largest 5 the Spanish trade to the Ha- 
vannah, large also ; the Americans had very little 
cidnnesidn T^ith the trade, except in navigating for 
the Spaniards',' 'and' the Bl-itish were still less cOn- 
teemed in any wy. ' 

Why the Iftstitutron •ai'-e so fond' , Of implicating 
British in this trade, I cannot divine. The ship 

■ vntli British property captured at Goree, ' under 
•Spani,gh colours, they assert- was a slave , trader'; 
whereas it was proved- she had no connexion with 
that trade- : next^ a ship captured by the. ICan^roo, 

. with two hundred and seventy slaves^ they say^ had 

^ Page 3 ©f Keport. 



is 

ji c^ tiyith ipajifr^ concealed, w|ii<:h prqyed Ijer {o 
be the property of a house in Liverpool. Xt^ig \s 
entirely unfounded- 

On ^hd hhi of the llifig, p. S3, c^mwionly 
the Sai^ve Feiony ^ct, (of which th^y now 
^mk) I must dilute n^or^ p^if^jcalgyly ; m mm\i 

mmU^ ^ ^^^^ wtweiy ^ 

i^ii^B from a i/rUf^i miscpnpteuctio^ of thii^ e?t- 
ceU^si^t, ^nd perspic^oi^d Act, whjfjh st^ites, that }f 
" any British stibject, or ^ny pt^rson residing in 
" the i^^ited kingdom^ w any island, edlofiy, do- 
minion, fort^ gettlenient, f^Qtory, belonging 
" thereto, m- heing m his Majestgs ocmpatiou or 
possession, shail by him, or themselves, or by 
his or their factors, agents, or otherwise, carry 
away any slave pr slaves, for the purpose of 
being transferred, or dealt with as a slave ; or 
" aid and abet," 4^g. S^c. Under this Act, to my 
great surprise and annoyance, Samuel Samo, and 
Charlfs Hicltson wer© bronght before me, as Bri- 
tish subject*} trading in slaves ; they were seized by 
Governor Maxwell's order at the is?es de hqm, for 
selling slaves in the Rio Pongus ; neither of which 
places were ever considered as belonging to Great 
Srit;^in, nop did Britisfs jurisdiction eter ex- 
tend, ovey them in any shape» A great body of 
evidence was brought ag-ain^t, these men ; they 
were both proved to be British subjects ; Si^mo was 
found guilty, and Hicltao?^ vfsg acquitted. J found, 
however, so many insurmountable dj^cultiea (for I 
was bound to protect th^ !e^ rights of the pri ■ 



sbherX that I informed the Crovernor, I could not 
jpronounce the sentence directed by the Act on 
Samoj and to prevent my reasons from being 
publickiy knoWn (lest they might affect the Abolition 
canse), I advised the Governor to send to the Bi^ 
jPongiis, induce the chie^^ to ask for Samo's pardon, 
Wnd infliientie them to promise^ that if their pe^ 
tition Was granted^ they wot>ld allow no more slave- 
trading in their dominions. This Was most judi- 
ciously executed by the gentleman who undertook 
the mission ; the white men^ who had slave factories 
on that riVer, also joined in the request. Samo 
Was pardoned ; I was extiicated from a most un- 
pleasant predicament, and a great eflect produced 
in favour of the Abolition. However, since I left 
Sierra Leone^ H. M= Thais^ went to Messurado^ 
(to which we never claimed any right of territory, 
and over which we never exercised any juris- 
diction^) destroyed the factory and property of 
Messrs. Bostwick and M*Quinj arrested their per- 
sons ; and above 240 of the natives, promiscuously 
seized, were brought to Sierra Leone, and con- 
demned as slaves. Bostwick and M'Quinj, were 
under this Act most illegally tried, convicted, and 
sentenced to fourteen years transportation; they 
were afterwards sent to England, and by the mis- 
^t*Tiievows interference of some persons, called be- 
liii.evoleni;, sll examination into their case was pre- 
vented, and the unfortunate men have been abso- 
lutely sent off to Sotiiny Bay. 

H. M. S. F^-^.^o"arite, pursuing the same iinw«r- 



■ranfable . sjstenij weiit into- tlie Eio Fongus, . iA^ 
sf?05''ed Bome factories, seiKed-on a great nnmber 
■ of; natiyeS;, brought. tliem to Sierra Leone, and had 
"tliem condeRined as skves. . Lastlyj, Governor Max- 
well fitted out a c^^mpietc expeditipB sent the, co- 
lonia! .Br% a,iid Schoonei', and a Transport (tlieii 
Milder ills command)- with a |a,rge ..partj/ of the 
AfficaE Corps; de^tFoyed ail the factories they could 
reach, in, the Rio Fongus and, Rio- Noone;s, with 
ail the property contained in them ; left the white 
inhabitants absoliitely destitute ; carried avmy about 
natives, whom he caused to foe condemned as 
slaves; then his acting judge tried, and caused to 
be convicted several white men, under authority 
of ■ this act, whom the party had seized, or vdio 
had voluntarily surrendered themselves; sentenced 
Hickson, (one of them) to, hard labour on the 
publick works; Brodie, Dunbar, and Cook, to 
fourteen years transportation; the first a British 
subject ; the next a Spaniai'd; and the other an 
American*. 

This conduct will scarcely find a parallel in the 
history of any civilized nation on earth. We invade 
with £re and sword the territory of our peaceable, 
and inolFensive, friendly allies ; without any injury 
being received, complaint made, or notice on our 
part given, we caiTy away their subjects, destroy 
their possessions, and seize those persons, who had 
lived under their protection from ten to twenty 

* The fate of tliese unhappy men will be seen by referring to 
a note in the last page. 
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■years;; P^'^'^^g® Domiciles' property, and, to fill 
■the measure of raisery^ ser.tence tliem (under m Act 
which could not attach to them) to the most severe 
' and ignominious pmiiskraents. I should l>e happy 
to witiicss the indignation of the learned and Im- 
piane franier of "this Act, on reading a fuli .accouiit 
of these atrocities. 

■ But could, any Act of Great Britain have at- 
'tachedto those Fftcii/ nothing should have excused 
this violation of every principle of the law of na^ 
ture and nations. This repeated breach of pufolick 
faith ; this affixing to the name of Englishman, the 
epithet of perfidious depredator^ under the mask 
of civiiizer and libemtor, was the most unpar- 
donable insult ever oifered to the honour and f&ei- 
ings of Great Britain ; and aftei^wards to convict 
two foreigners, seized in foreign territory (Cook 
and Dunbar), under an Act which attaches only to 
British subjects, or others in British territory, was 
the most unprecedented piece of judicial ignorance 
and cnielty ever recorded. Besides, this conduct 
must accumulate cruelty on the wretched negro 
beyond our conception. Every person acquainted 
\vith Africa knows, that the slaves in the factories 
of white men^ are infinitely better taken care of, 
than in the factories of black men ; who are less 
'considemte- as to 'the treatment they give, and less 
provident in the provisions they collect. There is 
more severity, and often danger of starvation with 
the black Chiefs, when they are long disappointed of 
Iheir market ; but should the Chiefs be without a, 



supply of slaves when a ship a.rFi¥eg.j iliay will iu^ 
staiitly: . seize- ali within their reach ; ro friendship^, 

faith,, BO yelationsbip^ restralris them ; the pawiis^ 
the persons. cQmmitted tQ. their charge^ or be? 
qy^eathed l>y, will, the y isiter^ the Grumafe, ihp wife^ 

the chiM, must so to furnish the car^^o. 

Even had the Sovereigu o,f t1\Q country invited 
13.8 to a • perHdiQ^s destriiction of the white mmi'n 
giroperty, coBimon humanity, ?ts wel! as honesty 
justice,, should have forbidden our acquiescence. 
Why therij, in addition to, everj thin^ treadierpiig, 
iniict'this gratuitously ^cciimukted calamity,, ^ipon 
those for whom we profess the most lihterai feeling, 
^nd for whose happiness and civilisation it is puhr 
ligihed to ttie world, that we are Esaking every po- 
litical siicrifice, and every n?jtion^l exertiQn? can 
this be done for the purpose of extracting from the 
Treasury, so m\ich a head for those natives seized, who 
liavebeen unv/arrantably condemned at Sierra Leone 

daveg? Siv^ I hope yojx will feel yourself bound 
to. clemand investigation of this, conduct, s^nd assist 
In relieving m froin thi§ national disgrace, though 
■^pviT p^port? have unbecomingly encouraged it by 
the mpgtirifipplicable ^pplaiipe. , , ' ' 

The Report proceeds ^' ; " point whic^ has come 
under the ,con|ideratio,.n ,of the Board , during the 
.''',last year, has n^ore anxiously pr constantly en- 
" .engaged its. atteiitioE^ \hm the ameadmeiit of th© 



§ Seventh ?i<3|*ort, p. 21. 



Acts passed for tlie Aboiitioil of 'tlie slave trdfe, 
and the better disposal, of tlie JiMv^s, ca|)lurea' 
" iiEfler the authority of those Acts." This 
wise and just; fe!s iri IBIS^ declared iii IS'lSi and 
slttmbered oi^er to ISIB. ' N<Jw I ehall gi?e k faitliM 
acfcouht of ■ the ■ m-aimer wliicli the eiiptiifeci 
negFdes vfere treated dUiiftg* my resideihce BierM 
Leone, after they t/ere liberated by the coin-i;^ and 
supposed free ; perhaps it may atiir^die this doi'- 
mant suggestion into practical activity. It is at 
le&st- neceseary'tliat his ' Majesty's mihisterij from 
whom th<i reklity has' been sedulousiy edhce^led, 
s!iou!d know the troth of' those' transactionSj, -by 
^thich oiir honour and good faith havfe been s@' 
tnddibly istained, 

•As mm m the captured riegrocis werS kndgd/ 
aiid delivered to the care of thej Biiperlntehdeiit> a 
party from the African Corps was s^nt to eiainincf 
thfeni ; and as many as they fotiiid pfecuiiarly lit U 
be Made soldiers^ were marched to the fort;, ■ aiid' as* 
it' IS termed, Unlisted j though the poor fiegro laiew 
not what was. said, or done U \m\. The reniaindc^r' 
were dispatched to what v/as called an hospital^ a 
v/ood building', composed of two roortiB, with" an o|>eii 
communication, where the whole were huddled to- 
gether m promiscEOus intercourse, men, woroenj 
arid childreki, The recruiting p'^^ity for the West 
fn'diaa- regiments were afterguards allowed to s$!eet 
the men aild boys that we^e lit for, "or wight glwHly 
liecome 0t foj military service?. ■ ' 



■ . woiEen- and girls were nerd selected for tlia 
basest of purposes 

The best of. the rising generation were reserYecl 
for tlie plantations and farms of those in authority- 
oyer them ; apd lastly, the settlers obtained the refuse 
as apprentices for fourteen years^ to make then-^ 
Iiewers of wood, carriers, of water^ and drudges on 
tlieir (^assada ground. 

, Thus w« seized o ur Allies propeily, because undee 
their Treaty, we declared they had no right to en- 
slave those Hnforti^nate beings ; and then, without, 
ciny Treaty, in violation of oi^r national declaratrbnj, 
and the promulgation of our determination to dis- 
pense impartial justice and universal benevolence to 
the Africans, v(e 4ispo^ed of, and dispersed them 
with arbitrary appropriation j we allowed them to. 
touch the law of England, only to be torn from 
its protection ; to change their masters, not their, 
condition ; and fortiiiitousiy better or embitter their, 
their original destinations! Surely this is a na- 
tional disgrace. that csi.nnotbe silfered to continue*. . 

■ The captured^ 'o,cr^;roes are delivered by th^ 

^ To ihdtice the black soldier to regularityj he w^s allowed 
a. wife- and a ration a day, but tiie lady he changed as 
he thought pwper ; whateyer wom^!l lie called his wife, got the 
Tation ; &nd when a party was sept pi the West Indies, the situ- 
ation of the women became most deplorably. The cojiduc^ 
of those high in office with respect to the captured negro 
girls, is no V? under consideration • 



Marstial of the cmii' mto'the care of tlie Biiperk-? 
teadcDt^ wlio is answerable for every one of tliem i 
let hmi he obliged to make a return of all tlie 
tliQiisaiids of captured ' siegFoes brought to Sierra_ 

, ^i— , ■ ■il-/^ -^r^r-.r-. 1 QA*?' « 'lnT>-5s:7 iltia-^r TBrrtTn^s <-ltfr_ 

I^SOUG' SiaiCt; cue jcwi .it^v f s ■f.^^vi,, v.,»-v.j ■.t-^^^ Umj. 

posed , of, and YAere they liOYf are to the' best of 
Ms Imowledge. and beliefs you may 'then ham 
the beneYolcnt objects' of the 'Britisli'iiafeioa 
have beep carried, into effect, -.bjr.- those placed ' ia 
their stations at yonir recommendation ; from Y/hom 
your representation^ ?i.re derived ; and wlio look to 
you at this moment,' for patronage" an^ pro- 
piqtion. 

Had the captured negroes, when liberated from 

jngs of British .protection; hafl' villages been estab- 
lished, the families Bnsevered allotted farms, sup- 
plied with implements of agriculture, and with 
§eeds and plants to cultivate for their support, the 
beautiful amphitheatre of hills enclosing Sierra 
|jeone, would have become an asylum of happi- 
ness for fivp thousand souls, who - looked to us for 
relief, and to whom v»^e were bound and pledged 
to extend it. They would have been a bulwark of 
protection to the colony, furnishing a granary of 
provisions for the inhabitants, and exhibitmg: the 
finest African monument of British pbiianthropy. 
.tiook a few pages back; view the picture of their 
yeai treatment, and consider what the world must 
prpRoinice on this conduct! . I cannot dvf ell longer 



lake tip Ik^ eiglEb £iU(l 



fa pisges ^letil:,' litre/ ilji/yoii eppliiiicl- iM 

fJie fiiSlMies ehI! f F§|ISIty of iM wliite meti at "Me- 
miimHoi "atid iti iM -Ili«>' FofigESj' of ilieir feeisiiig 
Bdlt'iTielu and 'M^QliiH, 'c^afiyilig tliem Co 
iiekli 'i^ififei ■ Wtiere tll^y- were' trfecl^ convicted, 
tilil'-^jfeiitcil^tsd' fefGUi^e^si'-y^ats- tr^nspoftatidii • afid 
fbm tbnclM^ % liifoYitiiAg . m, iMi tlie Mdfers 
I'etifelitfeci Mo a-slrdisgfort- '-fielii' the head of ih& 
river, and bade defiaiice to Captain Maxweii aiid 
bis crew. This flagmnt outrage upon the laws 
of BaglaM will doiiMlels eog^e l&e immediate 
atter.tiora bf Itife Msj^siy'B ^aYel^>.efit, arid ilm 
WiteMQ itmi, \mg, will mfeet Witii flje ■ pit- 
'^^^ 'filatesiit it' ^esei^fei'/' ' Wliere is ' tile law of 
EiigMfidj thti %m 'h't&a. oilti^iiggd ? the' cOaiinoii law 
t$ 'tab i^iife^ aM tlie St^lut^- Book tiot confused^ 
atii! clintradi^tcti'y eftoijgit gldiiblt a principle &t 
a-pai%i1p!i tta wMtM e^>iftteiiaiice §uch depxeda- 
tMiMi kte iiQi a s6t &f wKit^ men, residifig 'hb 
a tltiMlie:^ @f Jreaf^ in a 'temtdi'y to Wliicli we have 
llci'i'iMlliij '0¥er wliieil weM?e lio jmsdictioin, while 
^s&f &m tomWaMcm and siippoit^id fey the SoVei- 
fgigil aiid CJlilefs c^f tliat edtiiitry, justifiable In de- 
ffi^irafeg' th-sttis^l7€s ■asld lliei!^ ptopeirty fi-om "bk^*- 
'MMuS' ? ilr IS II €o ■ he fexpe^ted tltet hm 

MtJ^sl^'s? iBiiiist^i^s (bS^a'iise liefMofore^ iltef Mvd 
^t" itiiiiggatly listened |oii? i'e|i^l^'^!ttalions) mil 



e'-r ^; 

|oterfe"6 and' c^etion the -vMclicn <;?.cT£Tj,prlGc- 
tlielsA'^^if Rcitiire ■nrvd imtimiSj and direst 
;^li€sp p-i'eeiatorf nBd lawless in^ions of t!i^ flosi- 
Biotis of .'pur pneffesdiiig fneuds _ t-d be rspeatscl-? 

io us for e^emplaxy justice ? yet now they beliekl Ilia 
post wasiton violations of every principle of equity 
uplieM by tbe dviiizfei worlds femom and. pro- 
perty placed mtfc foreign prDtectieii ' f^eised Bpoi^ 
^md ,4mtmjM^ .witlimit my .siQtlcs giwsi^ &f <&weii 
torn f hint txkihiMi itIM ©embiEEce .of esciigs 
'^Bih |)e, given for atf ocioas a bread?,, df good felUs 

In page seven the importance of the cession of 
tlm island of -BiBsao to "Great Britain^, ii -repre- 
gept€4|. yet if We poggessed the iskndj the slave 
trade Wpuld ROt be .iliminished ; for that'lmde from 
tlieCspe.de Verde islands vyouM be:propottioiialltf 
increagedj p eoon as.Bissao win relinquished by 
I'on^al, ^ It ini|^t' increase the patronag-e of the 
little ^lec^ party of MendB—noiliiog more ! In tMs 
Eeport'iiord Pastlereagh'ij ^ exposition of the tenth 
article of the Tfeaty of alliance and friendship ..with 
Fortisga! Is given^ wMcli. I ahai! al^o .subjoin; .aM 
^nd I hope, m more mature consideration, his 
lordshi.p wit! extend his .constrjiction: of that article. 
3atisfiied that no one would more qiiickly seize any 
^uf^-estion that wmU tend .to .diiinHish. ..tliis 
horrible traMck, than Lord Castlereagh, I shall. 



See Appendix, No. 3. 



ia 's;;m'or6 • ^appropriate -'place ^"'V • give * the ' coHstriic^ 
tioii of ■that- '■ article . wliicli ' has ^ pervadec! my "deci- 
•siotisi' (EOt-j'et- OYemiled "by iiigher auihbiity;) arid 
WiEicli I liope his Lbnlship. on matiire'c'onsideirafianj, 
Ti'ill pore •partieularly ■ esiforce ' mih.' ^'tlie - contmcting 

• ■ In page 16 it is mentioned;''^" that the American 
prisoners- were induced to. assist' in' erecting- 'miilg 
liv •.■•Sierra. Leone ; ::aBd tliat '.'the /CSoy'ernor bad 
'-hopes of rendering! them' useM to 'the colony/''- 
•We accuse the,Amerii'ca,ES.ofsediiciEg'our 'a,rtificers 
aad seamen ; here yow sanctioR our doing the same 
thing ourselves. 

' But is it hot extraordinary^- that in all the ^reat 
seal proclaimed'^ by the company for^ Sierra; LeonCj, 
they BCYer sent a miil for cutting timber,' or cleaning 
rice ? Nor in seven year.^ have one hundred pounds, 
been expended from the African Institution fund, 
for the' benefit of that' colony "after all their" profes- 
sions \\ , Poor lOzil, the old black settler^ ^ Wh^i ■ skit 
■liis bill for work' and labour done' long since for "the 
Sierra' L'eone' Company, requested of the worthy 
Mr. .William ' Allen, lo purchase a mil from the 
money he had so justly earned, and send it out; 
but neither the chairman of the Sierra Leone Com- 
pany, nor the Committee of the African Institution, 
woMidatteed to the poor-old .raaw's deigand; he was. 

See Appendix, No. 48 



MO mill-:€,oi!ld..b8 -purcliased. :■■ 

■. This fnigalitj; nboiu .the fimd. vntli respect -te^ 
tlie .coloriy 'and; Africa- in : general^ and ihe prodi« 
galitj exliibitc^i m.the 'liest. page,. obliges' liie'" to 
remark., slrglitl}'' on. 'tlie^expenclitnre-j which ' I -liaci 
Slot originally intended,^-: - ' : r : . ' - : ' 

. Fifty. ■ guiheasi. . Y/ere ,. .given ■ to ; ..Mr.- ■ , Macank}/,, 
(lately Secretary, and ialways Director) for importing 
into this -.country above tea tons of .white Hce 'frbm 
the west .-coast of. Africa. 'Bid. this- gentieinaii pro^ 
pose the preraiura, that he might receive the rmfard? 
The proposition v/as absurd, and the kcceptaiiicc 
.disgraceful. , ■ Mr.. Macaulay .is the great shopkeepeir 
of the colony ; he is the only peri^on that has regular 
ships in trade from England : the chiefs . in the. 
adjacent rivers constantly send rice for the stipplj 
of the colony (often beaten clean by their slaves) ; 
above ten tons of this was . put on bofiird Mr. Madau- 
lay's ship, returning to "England, and he receive's 
fifty. guineas reward I / What advantage was this to 
Africa.?.- .■ And was. not the' fund intended- solely for 
her benefit ? . 

In the next page, I come to the statement of the 
funds, and see, for clothing African boys at 
" school, bs/M." and " for a piece of 

" pkte to Mr. Macaulay, 107^. ISs.'Of^."!! .Here 
is parsimony indeed m the natural distribution, and. 
prodigality in an eleemosynary donation. But why 



been feemng himself iii all tMZ lio feas di>ris fot 
BieiTli Lecjhe Compah^' tlie Afri&ais liistltaiioE • 
lie lili^ clstdiicii .etsrytMiig" by ¥m 'liiitode over 
i!?eiK ler;s^w|- liEiMtr g,-mdiidpoIy trade j 

§re.gi fr^fg^te for' 'his- ships ; ■tlis fegen^y of 
^most efgi3' iiisiii of .war^itiat h^-gpne, to tfee-esast 
siilce the Abolition i the sup|l!|f of tliB naVy oM the 
toast mtli pFO¥5sioiis> i\i6 agSiicy for th^ 

•tflipfe 0_ciiitml. OsfsF. et'sry- -thifig attadied- to the 
isifea}* ffsfej^^ SRu to- b^eii. ttitli himi mi 
mily In Gompaii^^s tlitiBi but . on the' siimnder 
t|- tlli|- qnloay. feo goternmeEt; he-'m-rapged the 
^§S^M% ^s'i resomiESiided the .fersoiis ■ to HI! them-p* 
tm^ diottg^: fep- himself the appoinsmciit of ICi^g'^' 
stsd hsd acft. sprosiise mad^ by Lord Gren* 
tille^ when in. office^ beeE. eseotited by the late 
Pafe. of Bort!aEd> Jia t7ot|Jd have succeeded 

-*1?M& immsfliate. interference witfe governsient 

iL'om-1.80'7, more elearly appcrf &om.his ovTia 
kttt^r t@.Cio-f?ji'aQF Liid!ai[o^" which I extr&ct fsom a 
f 3.|BphIgt of.tlie- m.iicl! injured' Hfr: Grmit; it was Hret 
pubiished in the African Herald, and may be tmn^ 
in the High .Coiwt of Admiralty, as transmitted by 
QqwexfK^f Thi?iBpiO0. ' ■ • ■ 

thp present state of the Abopdon.; v/a? ara ui. *er§s| Abplitiors 
^ifected, or the slave trade univepsaily peymi^dj it phv^.ouc 
^iiey mi|st cease?- %vliat follows f 



^' die African Ipstitptioo, . ii cgHBot help i'egardiri^' 
" it .as ail. ireiportmii. W^Wh- Ws. I^a^e ipany 
z£&loo.s .ii'i6D.ds. in itj IP ,r?iif I5. . 4»iilp£»cc^^ 
who, 1 ap, peFsuacI.ed^ a?e ■aBxipn.s. tQ dq 
be done, botfi for |,be- ^ploBy ^pd i^r Afiicf^, Mjt- 
Ferceva! an4 Mr. Cappiii^ are ,witl|- 118.4^01(^,0?%. 
Lord CastIereag-1?, with wlipm op? biisip^sg mpi'C 
lieS;, is gQci4-^i^i^Q'«lf^d and eopiply?- 
ing, but §ec|'gtgn/ Mr. 

ifear _ . ■ • 

Cook ip Iiostik to tl^iS wliple tiling 



Carets in penciL 
In the margin in 
pencil~znd Mr. 



Wilberforce de- 
8ii*es me to add, 
disposed from a 
|ioisit of honour 



may be disposed to 
and [will eagedy] seise any cir- 
to t|o tlie„ utmost ciimstariee which will put i% in 
for th0 AhQll iiis po^yer to do us ?nischief, 

InterUneatiQiis 
in tfw, original. 



Words [will ea- 
gerly] defaced. 



Ward^ in. ital- 
ics miderscored in 



You will see !]iow,veF5r 
portaiit it is to be aware, ef this 
in your communications with go- 
vernment. Indeed^ in all the 
ostensihle letters you ivrite^ whe- 
ther to Lord Castlereagh^ th^ 
AiVican Institution, or myself, it 
will be right to consider -the 
effect of wliat.yoi} s^y onlwlie- 
^'^ ^yarm friends, and -in the h^nds 



ec 
ce 

ec 



■ Willi 

of secret enemies^ forsEcli mil ummld&Mj-mm ?js; 

III Mch liands ibere are tviiihs .wliicli will be made 
to produce ■ alt the effect of falsehood, and iristeae! 
of being lised as they oiiglif to be, as'aspiir, will 
be employed a§ cli^cks to. M ^xevtmi. . I cannot 
mean, of.dmirse, that you slioiild;, in /any degTee^ 
'^^ varnish ■ yodr' represeRtatioris. I merely' meant 
tbat you '^liO'iiId liot tlmibeesSarili/ discourage' tlie 
exertions of 'Beiievoleiixc^. People y/1io do not 
knoif yoii," wiU suppose the case to be desperate 
where yoH Seeiii to doubt ; and your testimony^ if 
" convertible to an adverse purpose, would be for- 
midable. Your owii mirid v/ill suggest to you 
'" the guards, limitations, arid" Exceptions, wi^h 
" which what I now say should be received. 

I have NO Doubt that governnient will be di§- 

posed to adopt almost any plan 

Words in small <e we may propose to thei^ 

cayitah mider^ ^j^j^ ^^^j^^^ provided 

scored mm a dou- ? . ^7 ^7 ^ 

„ /. • .7 we mil but save them the troit- 
Die line - tn the. 

■oTPmrnL " hie of thinking. Thia you will 

see to be highly important." 



(C 



So far appears to be ,in the liand-vmtiiig of an' 
amanuensis ; the remainder in the same hand with 
the signature. 

■ I have ofi'e remark ' to' m'alte which- you wili 
see to apply to much of what' I have written tO' 
yoii b|^_thi3 conveyance. I am not writing f<)r 



" nij/self,' but for othv3rs; and am therefore ^obKge«l 
^'^ to propose topics of consideration to'yoti, which, 
but for this circumstance, I myself might liave 
deemed superftuoiis/ and mig-lit liave saved you 
the trc-wble of answering. But if I ' had time,, I 
" could give you several i-easons why the same 
truths wiii do more good coming' from you tha« 
from me. 

■ I ever am, my 'dear sii'^ 
Your's very truly ^ 
Zachary Macaulay." 

Thusi this gentleman, who has provided for him- 
self, his relations^ and friends i who through this 
influence has insinuated himself at every public 
department^ is rewai'ded for his activity, in advanc- 
ing his own trade, from this African poor-box, (for 
stich I nlay term the funds of the Institution) which 
I was led to consider as a deposit exclusively in- 
tended^ " to heal the wounds we had inflicted on 

the sons of Africa; to civilize and enlighten her 
" benighted inhabitants:" yet I do not find since 
tbe Institution was established^ and an immense sum 
of money subscribed, that as many pounds have 
been appropriated to any purpose beneficial to 
Africa, as in this year appear to have been given 
to this Director. 

1 shall now more particularly examine how 
many of the wonderful professions of the Institu- 
tion, have been carried into effect ; as I have dona 
before as to the advantages derived from ihe Sierra 

D 
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.l-eor^e-CaBB^any^ afdei'tlieir .i^nbOER ded promis^eQ of 
wealth, to, EnglaiicL -MessiEgs to Africa.- 

The Repcsrt? c6mmeiiee with declarmg, tliat tlia 
Institiitioii 'wWi dfSuse. mformation rerspecting the 
f lirodueliorts. «f . Afnca, . a^id the agriciltara! and 
eom'msrc-ial capacife 5f that coetment--." Fer.- 
wXi mo. to askj v/tiere this irsformatio'a- is to ba 
found? ^F<sr-. after rse^^eri years- .promise made by 
such mew, ,with aadi ESieaiis, surely it sfiowid be m 
existence : or" is- it possible that it can- be stiM m the 
womb of time? Has the moimtam' been so-longiii. 
labour^ '^^^ even produced a mouse I. 

Hext, tliey wfere to diffuse mformation respcct- 
mg- the moral, intellectual, and political condition 
of the inhabitants of Africa." Have they ad- 
vanced a ?tep info the intedor? Have they ever 
attempted any research Into the morale intellectual^ 
and poiitica! condition of the Africans?" Is it 
not aiii- Che baseFess fabricR of a vision ?" 

Agam/ they are fo promote Che instnietion of 
the Africans^ m fetters and, nseful knowledge 
they statedj " that' they were opening schools for 
" teaching, the Ar abide and ' Sboso(?- languages 
endowing" schools for readitig^ and writing 
English but those iine schemes never were 
piat into execution : not one attempt made by thesm 
to instruct th.e poor, African in Tetters^ or to affordi 
him- any .other 'kind' of useful -knowledg-e, that t. 
'could ever dis'cover. 



^ Vide .first Ee^orU 



^fliQii th'ej proceed to deelare their deteriBiEialiois 
-to cultivate a friendly-, connexion, wiili.the Bative'S'^ 
to eoiighten their minds^ -^c." I humbly ask, k 
it by barbarously iovadiog their xeiTitorylat Messu* 
rado^ the Isles de Loss, the HiopQiigiis, and the Eio 
Moonez; by dCvStroying- all -.property and ' persffFis 
wnder their protection, aod. forcibly ■ carrying' ofF 
about seven hundred natives, without any olFenc© 
being given, or . complained of ? .:; Is-this the >vay 
to cuitivate their friendship, and enlighten their 
minds ? - 

The Institution professed to induce them to 
" substitute a beneficial commerce, in place of the 
slave tmde, and to introduce amongst them, the 
useful arts of Europe." .Now in seven years, 
they Rcver have done any of these things, nor even 
made any attempts to substitute a l^eneficia! com- 
merce in place of the slave trade, or to introduce 
the useful arts of Europe; but they proceed to 
assure the public, that they are " to promote the 
cultivation of the African soil, by exciting an^ 
dhecting their industry, by furnishing them with 
seeds, plants, and implements of husbandry/.* 
When the famous cargo of seed came out, which 
was thrown into the river, the- natives, that came 
to Sierra Leone, were ofeed' some ; but it was: as 
useless .to them' as to the settlers; for they - had nc> 
■ implements of husbandr}^, noF any. sort., of iisslrar 
jnent to prepare the ground for the seed, Tliis v^as 
the extent, achieved, of those boasted exertions. ,. r 



.iU3Gtij% tiiej were to ^promote' me'dicai .(ii-rco-' 
" veri^s ■; to obtain s, knowledge ■ of the principal 
-African fettgiiagcs to empioy agents, and -reward 
ente^'piisexiM'esertioB ill pi'omotiog any of the 
'^'^piirposefv- of . tile liiisfitiitioii/' Now have iliey 
<gver attempted - to ^promote iRediGal discoveries ?' 
Ifee they ever attempted to oMsiii' a knowIedg'.<y 
ef'tfte'- pripxipal Imi'gii'agies of Africss? Have llney 
ever emplo3''ed agents to re^vard- eiit'erpri'^e muM 
exertion? ..Surely yoii- must know that ■ they never 
have made any eifort of the sort, or done any one- 
act;, which they propx}sed for the benefit' of Africa. 
In fact, €hey seem to acknowledge ity in the 17th 
page of the last Report^ for they sajr^ a^i^merous' 
Committee was appointed to obtain information', 
on ih'e state of the black settlers^ to excite tlieip 
industry, . and improve their moral habits ;, and* 
farther t€5: attend to those objects, which are 
particularly specified at page 4 of the first 
Kepoi't:" these are the very objects i have now 
stated, though they would not repeat them. Th^s- 
in ■1^14', they speak of reporting' on those benefits^ 
T/liich tlley had :prom.isedi lo- confer, on Afdea- 
m 1807. . ^ . . . . 

Was. stich a. -system of- detesion-' ever pyaetisedt. 
efen in -tiiis- nation? To- conceive the Sierm- Leone 
Company pnrstiing. this scheme for sisteen year^, 
mid thea^the same > Directors and'- managing- Secre- 
tary, eoming forth- under a new name, and perse- 
vering: iu-tlie :samQ. course for seven- years - mor^s^.; 
mider the apparent sanction of the Erst characters^ 



this pre-eBimeiit- nation can boast' of, is almost 
Ijeyond a.11 possible credibility; and be assured, I 
often pau-se, as I. write, to consider if imne, we?Mh, 
and power, can overawe the investigation of tmtli ; 
but as I reflect on the English character, I am en- 
cowraj^-ed to proceed ; aild when the veil is rent, iny 
duty is discharo'ed. . ■ ■• 

• ■ I ha?e now sir^ Co itnplore that your iittle party 
of friends, may cease to interfejre with this ynfor- 
itinate colony ; for after foisr and twenty years eiTort, 
to observe the settlei's in more poverty, ann g-rester 
wretchedn^s, than when they w^ere taken under 
their care ; to see them in age and infirmity without 
a refuge; to witness the rising- generation more 
jmmora! and dissolute, than the inhabitants of Jiny 
other part of Africa ; and to know that the v^ry 
persons assigned by Act of Fadiament to hig 
Majesty's proteetioHa are plunged into licentious- 
ness, and consigned to arbitrary control, is surely 
sufficient to force any person attached to truth and 
humanity/ (much ignore to aetlionse a p'erfeon in my 
station) - to. entreat, that they may rest coiitented with 
the .patroE-age they have efij pyed; the • possession 
of' v/hteh- ■wa;§ v^eW sepured, .and' .weli .-arrEjioged, 
before the transfer of the colony to gwernment, 
must evidently appear from Bf r. . Macaday's 
letter, already- given,, dated the 4tli of Nov.. 1807 i 
and that an immense Jiddition was intended to have 
been claimed even before thi$, will, be estabiished 
l^y.the .foIiowingJetter% published - in the- African 
llemldi m^. traasniitted - tQ .:the : Ki§li ■ Comt - of 
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iVdmimlty by Governor Thompsdii. Mr. M. -Tliorii- 
.toni, Cbairman of tlie Dii-ectors of the Sieri:a 
iCojopaEy,. writes to, the governor of Sierra- Leone, 
(dated " London, 7th Feb. 1807/'). thus— ' 

I feel a strong desire to see some, measures 
instituted, which may contribute to place ■ in the 
hands of zealous and proper jiersons, the genera! 
'f-.direciiofi of British coucenis in Africa."- Ir sup- 
|)orl of - thls; comes a- letter from the coBMeetia! 
secretary -Mr. Macaulay, to the same Goveraos 
.MIain,ilated London, Feb lB07:r 



(Extract.) 

■ What has suggested itself to me as desirable 
" to be done, I will now stsite in a few^ Words. 
1st. To appoint a board which shall confine 
its attention entirely to Africa, and which shall 
f comprise a few of those individuals, as . Mr. 

Thornton, Mr. -Wilberforce, &c. ^c.-- who have 
" interested themselves - about Africa. ■ 2ndly. To 
place under the management- of this board, mt 
^' mly Blm'Si Leone, but Goree, and sli the forts 
on the Gold Coast. 3dly. To station- at differenfe 
.parts of' the coptirient, from the- river Gambia to 
Angola^- intelligeiit -perGopg uuder the name of 
5 . Consuls, or any otbsF nape thpit-may be preferred, 
f-'. ^perhaps about -dosen) with" 'adequate appoint- 
^ ffients, whose- business- -it shall "be to procure 
*^':3£^§uraieinfGi'iuation respecting tli^' iieiglibo^f^iig 
iMemt countries and- to embrace ever^ 



'favo'dmble opportunitj of improying tlie British 
interest in Africa, &c. ^c. <^c." • 

• Thus tlie possessions of the African Company or 
tlie Gold Coast, (which produce so mwch wealth to 
England) were to be wrested fmm - them, and tlie 
miiiience of this party was to extend from (he Gam- 
bia to Angola; sHch an immensity of space for the 
■patronag'e ef man to reach, no oee '' before had the 
boldness to claim; and I hope no one will ever liave 
€he power to obtain ; but who m stiiitified as not at 
©nee to perceive the simbiCioii and rapacious jivaric© 
that -must have generated such a project? 

That this plan was long' in agitation, no one eaii 
BOW dowbt ; whether psHjposed to his Majesty's mi- 
nisters or not. is beyond my power to develop : 
iiowever, these lettei's were obviously written to be 
echoed by Governor Ludkm ; for Mr, Macauky, 
in his letter of the 4th Nov. 1 SOT, says, the same 
truths will do more g-ood coining from you than 
from me." Your secretary, writing' binder your 
•direction, (as appears from the letter given before)' 
eays, 1- have no doubt .that Gov-ernnient will be 
disposed to adopt almost an}'' plati which we may 
propose to them with respect to Africa, fr&vided ■ 
■ we will but save ikem the tronhle of thinking" 
i have now -only to hope, as your parlT^ have most 
kindly given them this great assistan.i -eight 
^years, that they will now allow them- to think .for 
themselves; the::, 1 make bo doubt- tiie Lords .of the 
- -Treas-ui^^, the i^ords ef the Admiralty, and Hie Co» 



!o!tiai;"Secretary^' will quickly place the "Colony 'Oi?' 
die broad basis of equal and permanent ju.8tice,—.-» 
The little loercantiie interest of an iodi vidua! will 
be Bo-longek' tbe Biotive for every action, eveiy ap^ 
point?ne;it^ and e^ievy. regolation ; the settlers -wil! 
becoiue liapp}^ ; and trpe piety, pw,re religion^ an4 
sound momfity, will be. infused : cultivation will- be 
encouFagedj ciYilization extended, anfi the Colony^, 
tboiigh perhaps expensive^ will not remain viciowg^ 
inmrlons, and disgrac^fid to ' England. ■ 

; But, Sir, ym have still- great means of doing good^j 
of advancing j;he Colony you h^-ve founded, and thp 
inhabitants you have caused to be placed there, 
ivithout .interfering with the patronage. You have 

ing bomntiful assistance, present the industrious 
settler with implements of husbandry, a.nd instru- 
ments for artificers ; erect tlie fir^t church with fi 
steeple and bell, that ever was built for our regular 
aeryice, in Africa f it will he a i?ionument of hpopur 
to yomseif, ^nd an incitement to public v/orsliip. 
-The ■ Secretary of State>- 1 am convinced,- will nQ 
longer spffer the Colony to be without 
Church of England Clergy pian, and the sanctuary 
:wijl no Ipnger be profaned. , ■ 

,Estap|ish an Asylum, (though you have refused tp 
Hgslstxne'ip that pndertaldng) for <ihe destitute^ the 
aged, the idiot, and, lunatic : it wll be the -greatest 
€hp.rity yop ever promoted/and it the hotindeij^ 
.§Uiy pf ;vp|ii' party to do §q ; for tliey ijidu^g^ ikp 



p.etl5.e?'g!to eepie'fi'ora plac^ss^ wliere some relief woalil 
tjaye'ifceee admiBistfTed ; tliOse-poor c^'eatiires liavc 
•spent their youth 'iji yow service^ mid are now m 
^ge^-aE.d poYfirty^ /inserted aiid"©^ 

Prevail on your friends also to found two schools 
apart fmm erxch otliSFj one for boys, another fof 
girls ;-thiis they ■ will disseminate k«owledgej,.-iQdiiSr. 
^ry, good ■momky and preyent an early nml promis- 
s:uous prostitution, ThesQ will be actions wortlsj/ 
,of a saint in heayeji ; and- may likely blot oiit for- 
^ver^ inany of o»r sins, on earth.' -Consider what ih<$ 
Institution promidgatefl to the world ; reflect oi^ 
what you write to Ffince Talleyrand^ '"'that SierRi 
Jiepne was settled ^Ith a view to promote the 
arts, and the blessings of civilised life, amongst 
tli^e jiatives pf Africa." Let not your Qwn^ Co- 
lony be caliejd in eyidence against youj to prove, 
that neither haye the ,^rts been celtivate/i in, np?* 
|;he Islessings of civiliK^d. lif<e extended to Africa. 

. I rejoice extremely; to learq, from- th.e -same 'lie- 
port, that yow hayg formed a deterynipaliion to- luring 
in a Bill to meliorate th<e condi^ipjiM bladip,, 
and people of colour, in the West Indies; and t 
pixiCQyely hope you- .will ,|pe;e,dily--efect goniii^ihin^ 
benjeSicial fro!?i tljis kud^Me unjdjBrtaking', 

The Mea, of ?^ British §||hject j^elng born §, 
ii> ;^rit?sh t^rt^yy. irreppgp.aip|;|g,lr|tislv f^e|-|Q-^, 
To anticipate the slavery of our oSspring- before it 
m ^n^eaderedj jPrter^bl^'t© fepipa^i Feature; nof 



ojM tlie issne of illicit love be so consigned ; the hw 
does not -vest the foituitows paresit. with such aisilio-" 
rity; Let the iirst daise 'establisb,, that every per- 
son bom -v/itliin British jurisdiction must he fret.^ 
it "/ill be Slot only justice^ hut polic^^; for cntgiled 
slavery contracts propagation^', 

' The next state that barrows ^ip-the very soiil^ m 
. Interminable slavery: Convince the slave be iias 
/ sio refuge from misery in this world, and jou induce 
liim to precipitate himself into the presence of the 
Omnipotent; by which he expects to regain- his 
country, his family^, his happiness, and freedom ^ 
therefor<f», when you establish the proposed register 
for slaves in every island, I'hc^e the value -of each 

'SluVe W^iil'bc SsMAcd tO 'hlS R&ulC J atld tuC Tight of 

©mancipation, by a full payment, (giving an equita- 
ble notice,) should beHhe nest enactment: by his 
own ind^fatig-able labour, by a humane friend, or 
zealous relative, he may then have a chance of be" 
coming free; the very hope will stimulate Gxertion, 
incite him to good conduct, and animate every fa^ 
■jculty;'4t will show benevolence- to tlie slave^ an^ 
prove liicF^tiv^'tO' the' msfeter, 

' From, the Portuguese, Spanish, French, Swedish, 
©utch, and Danish Code, for managing their slaves, 
you may extract many valuable regulations ; and. I 
liopc on coming within the pale of our Church, our 
^kv^s will be -rewarded-equ^lly. with -those, whOi " is 



^ Vide 8th Repojty p. li, 12. 



B^^msB triafdcli^ .coniitries, come under- tlie rales <ci 
tliat Clmrcii.' Remeiiaber> a Bfaliometao,- will not 
GBieF a follower of the Prophet to be sold as a slave:- 
ailoTv mi the believers in Christ to be treated v.-ith 
less knity. 

I make no douht, the most libeml and Immaiie 
©finances will be selected from the whole; and 
snany wise, appropriate/ and benevolent new onea, 
will be added. It is a great and beneiicent under- 
taking, lit for the admirable, wise, and activeij 
excellent men, that are members of the African In- 
stitution : but the old managers should have a littles 
fest; siscli as have laboured long in the Sierra 'Leone 
Company, and their select friends and relations that 
have toiled with them ever since ; they are nearly 
worn out in the service, and, without any detriment 
to the cause, might be excused. New Directors will 
be more active, and will study to emiilate those who 
h^ve dofie so much good already ! , BsJ^ssured, a 
change will be for the better, ■ 

• 1 have now, 'Sir, arrived -at the time for address- 
ing you as the- Father of the Abolition, ■ I presume, 
accepting the appellation, you ■ hold ■ yourself 
thereto entitled ; yet, 'tis passing : strange for 
Mr. Ckrkson, (whose active humanity; and jnde^- 
tigable ind.ii@tFy> in the cause of abolition, can never 
l)e sufSciently appreciated or applauded,) was cer- 
tainly engaged in thi^ great cau^e near twenty years 
Ijefore lie enlisted you under his banners. The in«- 
f^lu^ble and ev^r to, be i^egretted Mr. - Granyiil© 
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Sfiarpe, ^ras iipaiiy- Hfteen years in 0e cause of in- 
jiired' Afrkay before" yon joined liis amiabiejband 
.^^f■pllilanth^o|}iEts; ,' -Many-ot'ier -worthy personages, 
wliom Mr. Glarkson's History records^ were eegaged 
with liim pear ten years before your accession; yet 
jou are now held up to this enlightened age, and 
If o|ild be -handed- down to posterity, as the parent 
that g;eBej:ated the. abolition of slavery, emanci- 
pated, enHghtened, cultivated, and civilized Africa J 
Be it asit-ipay : 1 have examined already the mean? 
adopted to effect some • of those .praise-worthy ob-* 
jects^ and how far they have- succeeded ; now I shall 
prpceed-to show, how littler yow theory extended 
to pure abolition, and that, practically, yoM have not 
. }mn ip, the slightest degree- successful. 

That you raost laudably assisted Sir Yfilliam 
PobMn, and oiKer^i in pi'Qcpring Bills to be passed 
lorpieliprating the (condition of slaves in their Trans-* 
g|tla?>lie passage, I di?light in acknowledging ; bnt 
when I behold you for near twenty yes^rs; professedly 
struggling with the great and all-commanding mi- 
nistei' Qf ■tMS'i^;0'ijntj*y ; -vfhQse puMic peasii.res' you 
PliPF^rted,, wtes? :^.dmini^tn^tipn of this -goverDment 
'^§H'9.dpciij'0d;:. ajid'to T«?ho,^tt • private- friendahip yon 
•W^re ^devsted J ■ it i^-woiiderful, this:b.eneyolent mea^ 
•aiilf- wag not caiiied. Ypil-fepew Mr. Pstt was all 
•paw«?rful. wtt'li .|ii§pa?ty, md ih,^. ^oh director of hh ' 
^^mmkttathrx i. k^i ^ f,opiMian.diBgi, epnnectecl 
•pha^ijx .of fends - m ■ ParfeR^ent; 4nd> op. tt^js o^ea* 
4m> yoti had tfee people's support, and the fim^t 
#dkp.i>f .^tnato tQ'gmUffi y'^lt>i twmpj years 



Vblf did carry this Bill;-' thbugli yhu apiMrentij^' 
acted with such a coniEiandiiig associate. It is evi- 
dent -you -never 'did 'make it a sine qua non" of the 
continuance of your support of Mr. Fitfs Adminis- 
tration .' the speaking on it;foF it^ and about it, Y^a& 
fed capt-andism vidgus it served to uphold the 
pendnlum in its vaciiiancy between the minister 
smd the people. 

But what is still more wonderful, a new Adminis^ 
tration was formed, to the members of w^hich yos 
were not the devoted friend; of whose measures 
you were not an unshaken admirer ; who were not 
m themselves all commanding in Parliament; yet 
hy those very men, without hesitation, or delay, this^ 
Bill was carried in both Lords and Commons. Did 
you ever tell Mr, F(ix, - or -Lol'ds-Grey and' Gren- 
ville, that the justice, policy, and humanity of the 
abolition were so impressed on your conviction, that 
you could not conscientiously support any ministers, 
that would not assist you in carrying it into effect? 
The whole tenour of your languag^e on the subject 
would have prompted and justified thin demand ; 
but you <iid no such thing ; the integiity, the huma- 
nity, and the coFisisteftcy of those distinguished 
Statesmen,' induced them to givfe their Vrhole, tin- 
bribed; and voluntary assistance, in accomplishirig 
this great work. The Bill w^as' evidently carried by 
their exertions ; ami Cannot be attributed either t6 
your perseverance or. benevolence: 



4llov/ me to- at^ the Abolition Act 'minutely. 



trliich I- hopS'-wll! siot' appear be m pBifmag' of 
yoKr's, thou-gli the feeiEFes K^tlier prcslaia tlie pa- 
rent; for you avov/ it is not &hjvei>fy font the Slave 
Trade, you- dislike. In yon? htiiev to Fi'ioce Tal- 
leyrand^ yon say^, "-Tlie afeoiitionists took all oppor-^ 
" Imtities of • procfeimiog, iSia't it_- wag ike Slave 
Trade, not slavery agaiiiigt which' they were di- 
reeling their efforts."" The Abolition Act iip^- 
hoids the same principle ; but it did not express the 
true uncon laminated principle^ nor the fdie feeling* 
o£ this magnanimous country, 

Sy the seventh Section of the Aet, " slaves taken 
as prizes or forfeitures^ may be enlisted for the 
*^ land or sea-service; or may be bound as appren- 
*\ tices, wiiether of full age or not, for a term of 
" fourteen yeais;" and by Section ISth and ITth^, 
it is laid down, that when the terra of apprentice-^ 
ship has expired, they may be apprenticed anew ; 
" and the service of a negro soldier is directed to 
" beforlife ;" sothat here is involuntary servitude 
for life, established by an Act of Parliament, pur-- 
porting to abolish slavery. , The soldier may endure 
some sea sickness in crossing the Atlantic,. I suppose^ 
b'ycause he receives some compensation ; but here 
is a permanent, sedentary slavery for life, under the 
name of apprenticeship, without any compensation, 
established by this liberating Act of our Legisla- 
ture; and the seat of this new slavery is in Free? 
town, in the colony founded by the most benevolent 
men, on the most libei-al plan : exalted as the freest 
spot OE eartl^ to enlighten benighted Africa ; and. 



0 

(iBspfeyed. .to ,tlie V/oiid as ilie Hiigst esample of 
WiiisU liberty, and -Sritisli pbilaBtliropy 1 1 1 

But with Bovvow I must declare, iUs substitute 
for- the slave trade^ appears .evidently -to have beeii; 
a.premeditstted plati. well laid before the xict- passed^, 
fmm the interestiKig letter which your worthy Se- 
cretary,, Mr. Macaulay, w^rote to Governor LudiaiB^ 
dated, LondoR> 7th of May, 1807 * . . 

EXTRACT. 

'^'^ You somewhat miscoiecei\''e our ideas m thi© 
country on the subject of African slavery. 

" Whiie the slave tmde lasted, I certainly felt 

" very averse to giving any direct encouragement 
to the purchasing of slaves, with a view to the, 
benefit of their labour for a certain given period ; 
but I always looked forward to the event of the 

" AboiitioR, as removing many objections to that." 

" sjrstem." ... 

Thus the abolition Act is to give us slaves without 
pi^rchase, by seising them from our allies; and 
then the fmmers of this magical act (which is to 
free and enslave at the same moment)^ ackno.w-. 
ledge, that they look fonvard to its removing- many, 
objections to our purchasing Africans, for the same, 
£^Vowed and specific purpose ourselves i As I view. 



^ To be found wilb the others, as before directed. 



tMd consideF this wliole plan, .the Act, the pro- 
r'lioters^ and the mamier in wliidiit has been en'- 
forced, I am scarcely able to suppress the language" 
that woBid 'express my sensations ; however, I must 
repeat what he says ; ' if on somewhat miscosiceive:" 
" onr ideas ill this country, on the subject of 
" African slavery/' That is, e are the most 
abominable hypocrites on earth; proclaiming to 
the world, that from the finest feelings of justice 
and humanity, we are abolishing the slave trade ; 
yet, in the most surreptitious manner^ we are 
determined to pursue it vigorously, and raise all 
tropicEti produce * by slaves^ not in the West Indies, 
but in Africa.] 

*rhe West Indian planners and xnercliants suf- 
fered, and complained long since ; but when they 
perceive the authors of their calamity planning to 
obtain plantations without purchase, labourers with- 
out expense, territory from the Gambia, to Angola,, 
and a monopoly of the expotts and imports, 1 fear 
they will consider this an attempt at their inevi- 
table ruin. The array having taken near thi;ee 
thousand of the finest slaves, may have retarded 
the benfeiit of this plan : but though slow^ it will fee 
sure. A peace will leiave the captured negroes^ 
without diminution!, oi' competitipn. The Brazil 
and Bavannah produce wili throw the West In- 
dian planters oiit of the foreigii market ; and here 
^ill be eSort to underseii them^^ 4n the home 

* Paqs^or boiiing sugar were long since" s6iit to Sierra Leone. 



liiarket Bui; this is too large field Toi' me-; ' I sba'tt 
.'©snl}C remark^ 'th&i Fniice Talleyrand^ raaoy yeaii? 
■pa'sl:^ expkiiied the advantages that rhiiM arise to- 
-.FraBCC;, by-' ' ciiltivating -coionial produce in Africa; 
tlioiigh he did Hot ■■recommend' the confiscation ' of 
■property, that by a fiction might be turned to tite 
very 'use vvhicli c^iised it to be coniiscated. 

: Sky T lament 'being tibliged to speak .of ?r»yself ; 
hut our relative situations with respect to the slave 
trade and Sierra Leone, being the cause of this 
public addi'esB to yon, it is necessary to shew what 
we have both done, vrhat benefit ha^ arisen, and 
then to point out the best mode sny humbte efforts 
can devise, for insuring a secure, perfect, and uni- 
. versa! Abolitiony by which Africa may be raised 
from its degraded and besdtted state, to its natural 
elevation in the civilised worldv 

; It is evidient that the objects you had in found- 
ing the colony of Sieriu jLeone, have completely 
failed^ The dissipation of your funds proved the 
injudiciousness of your trade j cultivation and civi- 
lization were not attempted. The native Chiefs 
considered your servants as faithless and perfidious, 
your colony was a wilderness, your settlers poor and 
dissatisfied, and the slave trade nurtured, until Mr. 
Thompson arrived as governor f. 

* Four most extraordindry letters in Arabic from, those chiefs' 
to our universally beloved Sovereign, establishing this, and de- 
nominating tho persons, are now in London, and translated. 

t The true state of Sierra Leone, in 1808, will be clearly 

E 



' • f he : ifeoliti{5ir Act hm tro-nsfcirrcd thcsIsii^Q imh 
■•p-wm EnHand. to Fdr"tu|^! ©ed Spam-: it has tliroiiTii 
,oiir colonies baek, and -advaBC^d tlid' Brasils- 
and Ha.¥aBS?sli more in sis jears> \lmn iMiljf k^A 
done before.- ■ Bo n^t let it be sii|f|?ose4 ttsat I 
would 'have had £h(? sin and ^€grficktic>n pf tlie slave 
trade coftfmi^e to fee -attg-died t-o Er.|rla]nd : whd^ 
iisstice immolates wealth on tlit altar of Iramanity, 
it is m 'oHeriug. grateful to heneY'dibnt ppijit ; 
hut tills Aetliass scarcely: diftiiEi0i),e4 the nmnl^e?'©? 
slaves carried from the ceai5t ; tlie Portugal' m'i 
Spanisli trade lias so wonderMy increased,, tlr^i 
the, diference is iiisigiiilica^^t smm qw-B was abo~ 
lisliei -atifi what is wors.e, it km mgnrnit^d the 
negroes' sBS^eriegs in the. trans'- Atlaiitip. passages ' 
the Brasdl ships - are 'not oEly iflM'.m^st UBmerci- 
fully, !>^t the Spaniards (ill geReM) from the. Ma-' 
vannah, fearful of onv emisers f, come without kmsy 
and therefore, for security, stow those unoffending 
Beirig's mip the hold^ lik€ lumps of €am wood ; 
B^ver opening the hatchways, more thiip onee a 
«!ay, to ^^nvey food in, «b4 the. fad out. 
It -is, thus literally fact, th^t .securing, Iheiis with 
IroHSj was iKiercy compared -to committiRg . them la- 
seen from .,<2ifComent3 sent' to the Higli Court c^f Admiraliy by 
Governor Thompson-; from hh correspi5niience"''witb Lord Cas- 
slereah (then Secrctar^r of State for the Colonic?) ; from the 
Protest of the Governor and Council against the Abolition Act ; 
©n<l the system of {ipprcnticeship,, transmitted for the |*r:vy 
Council ; and Ias%j from, GoTCruor Twmpson's msrao3;islto th-e 
Tre^ury in UiSe 

Appendisy No. -5. ■. ; 



Glsffbcr'.t!<>n^ fey 'coi^HiieKjeiit -iii tlie lioM of tlieir 
Tr^ssels; from -iTlieiice tliey caiiRot" emerge to fresli 
f:iir^ until tliey arrive at their Una! de'stinationi 

I'do'Eot coiiceive we &£e eveii redeemed from 
tlie sin ©f this trade. ' Africa, and the Abolitioa 
©ange^ cannot .derke my advantage hy our not 
"earryiag the' 'slave's to tlie Yfest Indies to mslce 
g.oldiers of tliem thei'e, if we make soldiers of 
tlmm in Africaj, and tlien transport them to tht 
West Indies ;'' Bor ' can oiir buying slaves in 
Africa, and selling them in the West Indies; 
pT seising them iri Africa, and empioyiog them 
tljere^ tinder the name of apprentices, on the 
same labour for Hfe: withotit pay or reward, benefit 
M?K% 0? promote Abolition. .Certainly fewer ne- 
groes may be enslaved by us in this way tha.Ti for- 
inedy ; but i think if a person ^purchjises a siave^,' 
does not expect a constant supply, he will be 
fROre likely to treat his slave leniently, than th^. 
person who obtained him for nothing, and may es- 
|5ect a supply oii the same terms. The number 
pighf be ■ditoiBisiied^ bat the crudty will be' in- 
creased. ■" ■ ' 

ThKS,.tiis irc^- Abolition of s1a*/eTv seems to h^^Pk 
|jeen-as Mtt!e served, and the true object of annihi- 
l^ing the slave trade as little promoted, as the pro- 
in^ses of the Company or Institution for remune- 
fating, xultivating, a!i.d civilizing Africa, have been 
carried into efect, Y et i do not mean to attribute 
all this to you. I do ^^t nteaa to exhibit this as 

E % 
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ydWT original intention. No; tlney liave eji-'- 
*v/med aboui the, easy hearted roan^ to hw^' hm 

Urdnstruivied by ihose, ivs . awtborityji iiniiided' by* 
die lefioied, and removed, from the power, of re~ 
.search,, I piil. in force the law of every nation; 
.where. restrained ihe subject from the practice of 
this, diabolical traffic ; .because I was tcoEvinced no 
nation would attempt to induce Eng-iand - to encou- 
rage,, what hei' own laws had'. forbidden. 

^ . Where the law, of nations .could assist thk great 
capse of justice and hujrianiiy^ I called it to my 
support, and to the Treaty of Portugal I gave the 
most liberal coiistmction * • satisfied that the Prince 
Eegent of Portugal^ from his wise determinationi 
benevolence, and love of justice, would not claim 
more dominion, than he actually .|)osse?scd, for the 
purpose of increasing a tmde.he had considered a 
disadvanta.g'e. Therefore, when lie .declared liis 
xesoliition to coniliie his subjects to the dominions 
lie actually possessed, and gTadually to abolish , the 
trade, the highest compliment I could pay him, was 
to support those beneficent declarations vtdiich he 
had 'boiind himself to Great .Brit^iti to enforce.' I 
did accordingly restrain his undutifol subjects ; and 
whenever I found they. had oMned oloves from imj 
place not actually in the dominions of Fortug'al, I 
relieved them of their illegitimate cargo. By f hes® 



* Vide Appendix, Ko, 4^ given at lengtlt. 



ivi'sesBs^ I providentially the- cmisft o( liheraim^; 
2hmt' i:wo thonfiimd live liB.),Kli'ed innoceiit Africans, 
and deljghf/p.d m the prospect of practicuUy bene- 
§iim; the Abolition of slavery ; hut rny joy was 
qiiickly tumQd to con'umiseration. The humari be- 
pa.K3ed free from the jindiciai' a.iithori'tyj ooly to 
he sHbjiigated'anew ! ' Thas hy the'Acf, ^of Aboli- 
tion, is the slave trade restrictedj Imt the olaVery 
nnrestraiKed ; and by nfiea.Rs of that Bill, supposed 
to he ymiY own foroiatiioifs, i nvdj he said to' In.aYe 
feeiieilted the cause, as little ae; yourself. 

Now J Sir, -after twe.aty-seven years' of isnjudi- 
cioijs exertion -in the cims^ of Abolition, alksw me to 
entreat of yon to reJinquish all fatther interference! 
SuiFer it to rest with tlie noble Lord, into whose 
care the executive authority of this empire has in- 
trusted its completion. ' ' ■ ' "■• 

Your Sificretary, in his letter to Governor L«d- 
lam (already given)., dated London, 4th Nov. iSOT' 
saya, Lord Castlereagh, with whom our business 

more immediately lies, is good humoured and 
" complying','" and Mr. Wiiberforce desires me to 
add, " disposed from a point of honour to da the 

utmost for the Abolitionist^.'* 

Surely there ne^er was any person mom disre- 
spectfully and unfairly treated by those defective 
Abolitionists," than this Nobleman ; who, in 1806, 
declared big ^'ooted abhorrence of the slave trade 
who, OS Secretary for Foreign Aifairs, has made 



perpehm! eMitioBS. with the ■Court of Brazil, 
Mas . induced many Europegin Powers .to join, ihh- 
glorioiui confederacy. a^iinst Afriijao slavery. 

As to France, His Most Christian Ms^jesty has 
dectax^d by Treaty " that ho agrees with his Bri-* 
f tannic Majesty as to the puinciple of the slave 
" trade being repugnant to natural justice ; thafc 

his 5ul]yects shall r?ot jcarry it on above five years ; 

that the slwe merchant shall riot impojt or sell^, 
" but in the iiolony of the nation of which lie is a 

subject ; and lastly^, that he will join his efforts 

to induce every Power in Christendoni to decree 
f such an Abolition, as will oblige it univers^illy tci 

cease in five years." 

What could be expected more from that ^'eai 
and independent nation .J* In return for conquestss 
restored on the Continent, she was to receive from 
'.iireat Britain, some of her coIonieS' in Africa/ and 
in the West Indies ; we were boimd to deli^et 
them uncGnditionally. She could not fotm m 
exact notion how those colonies were circum- 
stanced ; and therefore to place her on an equality 
with Portugal and Spain (whom we have p^rtiittedi 
and do permit, to carry on. the trade), she asks fiv^ 
years for her own subjects to trade to her own 
€io}onie% during which ^tisne she will make €5V.€ry 
esertfep: to h&ve it universally ^Ijoiishedi 

* VMe Treaty Wkli Ffancej^ 



Ills 

■■ €oiilc! the King of Fraiice, ia justice to bis sub- 
jects, have do!*enore? In the unsteady situation he 
was then placed, ought we to have a«ked more ? 
And if he had precipitated Inmself into a declaration 
for immedi^ite Abolition^ against the wishes of hia 
si^bjecisy what gi'eat benefit would have followed ? 
The univei'sal consent of the <:ivilized nations of the 
world would not have been instantly obtained^ as 
the late decision of Congress has demonstrated, 
Portugal and Spain would iiave coUtinued and in- 
creased their trade in proportion, and rendered tlie 
phiianthropj ©f France, m abortive as they have 
rendered the Abohtion Act of Great Britain; they 
ivotSld have siipplied the French colonies, adding 
cruelty to captivity ; and from being pertinaciously 
Sitrocious, would have defeated every humane ex- 
ertion;- ■'- ' 

Certainly, unboundet! applause would have at- 
teched to the negociaft-r, if ■ xhe Abolition of the 
8kve trade had been inckded in the Treaty; and 
Ijord Castiereagh must, be alive to national ap- 
|>laiise; therefore Fame alone would have been a 
suMcietit incentive to his utmost exertion in the 
c^^ise r but every dispassionate person will allow, 
that hi0 l^ordship coiiM not, though he would, have 
©blamed more from Prance ; he ought not, if he 
could, have ^ihaken the seat, on which we had just 
placed the Monarch j for it would not firmly and 
permanently Imve established universal Abolition, 
fhois^t- it might ha?e renewed the calamities of 
^^rc^pe, v^ithout ending the miseries of Africa, 
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Had his Lordship been decrie^^ : had the appro- 
bation he received for ihe treaty beexi diminished by 
his fair opponents;, it jnsiight have been natural; 
but to be blovt^n upon by those who are the constant 
supporters of every Administration, at the moment 
he wa§ labouring for their own measures^ was as Uttlci 
(ponsistent in thei^i^ as injiirious to his^ Lordship. 

But this is not, all; every thingj deserving praise 
is to be attributed :to others. Lord Gastlereagh enr 
deavoured to acquire information ccncerning the 
windward coast. A yery intelligent, merchant in 
the ci^y supplied the materials. His l^ordship 
communicated with the Duke of Wellington, c^nd 
obtained from the French Monarch a gTand con-r 
cession;, " that his Majesty's subjects should 

not trade for slaves. North of Cape Formosa." 
Immediately an extract of a letter appears in our 
newspapers, (as from Mr, Wiiberforce to a friend), 
jstating, that he (Mr. W.) had received a letteir from 
the. Duke of Y^ellingtonj iofoji'ming him, that hi§ 
Grace had obtained thi? desirabjie relinquishment 
of the coast ; as if M^'. Wiiberforce and the 
gallant Duke had achieved all this without- the 
concurrence, advice, or assistaijce of Lord Gastle-; 
reagh: I write from the Paper, and; the effect it 
carried in my qp^pr^^ension ^t the momenjt, ? am 
no eulogist " as Brutus h ;'- but wiU state the truth, 
though it may appear paijegyrie ; for v^hen, truth 
is panegyrip, it ought not to. bcj^v^ithheld. The 
^ble Statesm9.n, ipto whose , hands this great cause i§ 
intrusfed, has done well ; very well. Let notthose^ 
who pretend to be Abolitionists, retard his efforts by 



fletractlon. I hope all true Aboiitionists will eii-i 
courage, by doing justice ; will incite^, by acknow* 
ledg'ment ; and stimulate^ by praise. His Lordship 
^ilTthen (for it is human nature) be still more zea-r 
iously indefatigalile in this glorious Cause. 

When the French Monarch finds Saint Domingo 
invincible^ the necessity for a great supply of slaves 
will cease ; and he will.be more inclined to gratify 
his benevolent wishes^ and perhaps yield some por- 
tion of the stipulated period. Lord Castlereagh and 
the renowned Duke will watch every favourable mo- 
Hient for such a happy occurrences and secure every 
practicable advantage. 

We have had a fair exposition of the Treaty with 
Portugal ; but I have no doubt Lord Castlereagh 
will consider it more profoundly, and enforce the 
liberal intentions of the Prince Regent of Portugal 
most strictly. When the Prince removes from the 
Brazils (though at present he appears to have deferred 
It), lik good wishes may with safety be carried fiilly 
into effect ; and 1 am satisfied Lord Castlereagh, as 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, will, on the part of 
CSrreat Britain (with the aid of France), irisif t, that 
the gradual Abolition, which Portugal pledged her- 
self to commence in February, 1810, should be 
completed in 1819 ; and an Abolition of ^le slave 
trade commanded by that nation^ ■ 

V Spain becomes ncjw the. only nation to humanize, 
gh^ has few €; iefi to supiply, and.no dominions la 



AInfla to bring slaves fi'Am ; therefore she ha& kss 
cause to complain of reffitrictson, than even l?&r* 
tisgai; yet she has never been restminedby Treaty, 
nor even by the hazaa'd of an expression of feeling 
in favour iof i Africa. But the RoyaS Licensey per* 
mitting the subjects of Spain to carry on the slave 
expire in the year 1816 ; and a renewal 
of thai XiiGense> I hope Lord Castlereagb, by di- 
rejdtion of the Prince Regent of England; will make 
cirery possible exertion t<) prevent. We have up- 
iheld Spain as a; nation, because we supposed he? 
stniggfing; ibi? freedom ; y^ty at that very time^ 
Spain was depressing Africa, by dragging addi« 
i^onal thousands of her sons into slavery. 

/ The Eoyai IticeRse is never renewed, but under a 
repr^ntation^ fi\)m the colonies that a- fresh supply 
of negroes^ is required. Cuba is the only place of 
. coneequeiice, and I conceive she has been amply 
stocked, escept her new farms; and if the trade 
never was to end until every spot of new ground 
was cultivatedi it must continue to eternity. Tiiei'e* 
ibre the first point is nOw, to conciliate thfe prin- 
dpal persons at^ tlie HaVannah. Some " bona 
'f Me'* Spani^k i^roperty hasi; S fear, been con- 
.^caiied> and the Spaniaifdg in general at the Ha- 
vlinnE^ are nauch ineensM They have cont- 
tismati^iopipoeedroiiif e^foiis with the Gortes, with 
the Monarchs in Spain, and lately they sent evea 
to the Congress at Vienna, to prevent any inter- 
§e^^}mM hgvam of tJie Almiition. I by m means 
to^t«l^;topai3J' of ,.tiieK" gc^Dd c^ees -yet in- tlm 



great cause. Let iis^ (by amicable settlement^) 
festcre the fuU amount of what they are jiistiy en- 
titled to ; we tnay then more peremptorily reqwest 
justice for Africa; arid i think a renewal of the 
Eoyal License never will be demanded, if the Ha^ 
vannah merchants aife satisfied : on them it solely 
depends, and by them we may peaceably obtain ait 
Abolitioft on the part of Spain. Our justice will 
frodu<*e their Kbetaility. I do not speak on sur- 
mise, it is worth the trial ; for thoug'h Spain may 
for a little hug the chains of despotism and super- 
stition, she will cease to forge fetters for Africa. 

But that pB.tt of the Tre£ity with France whicll 
should have received unbounded pmise, is passed 
over^ The great point to obtain, is to have this 
traffick in human beings universally declared to be 
a violation of the law of nature and nations. The 
determination of France to aid and assist in this, 
the noble Lord has obtained; and for so doing he 
has deserved great praise : and this appears the doi- 
eided opinion Of the AMcan Institution, for in 
page ten of the eighth Report we are infomed, 

the Directors have liang been persuaded that al! 

that can be effected in inducing particular States 

to renounce the traffick in slaves, however ind- 
f'' portant in it§eif, will produce but a Tery partial 

benefrt to Africa, unless, on the conclusion of a 
" general peace, that renunciation should become 
^* g€n&i*ali and he adoptedasapaHoftheUand" 
^' iiig p&Mcf^ trf tlit great eommmwemik of 



1)Jo tiling can be more trae thzn this;- mid any 
psrsoE wil! Baliirally' askj why yon, .and your- 
frleods^ who have • alwaj^s wished to have -the ma- - 
sagemeiit of every tiling connected rntli Abalition^" 
did not iieremit,tingly labour to have the slave trade 
proEOunced a. violalion of the law of nature and- 
iiatiOBS -by the European ^ Powers ' sassembled ie. 
Congress? To obtaiii.such a dedaratioR from those 
and; eoli^htened , Sovereigns, c'oiild 'not have- 
lieen difficult ; yet I never heard that any attempt 
liaii been made to call forth such a declaration with 
anj probability of; success^ because no solid foirnr 
•Satipn was laid for such a demand, by proving the 
trade to be repiignant to the principles of the law 
pi natare. Suppose you bad prevailed cn th^^^lln-' 
l^arsUeled Civilian^ Sir , William Scott^ to ' lay his 
p*eat mind to the subject ? suppose you had induced 
mdi an incomparable lawyer as Sir William Grantj. 
tiO' ImYe given his assistance in drawing up a re- 
ponstrance against the slave trade; proving this 
inci^eraent to war, this destruction of all domestic 
comforts^ this severing of every social tie, and' this 
fearter of hprnanify for a roll of tobacco^ tq be con-^ 
trary to the law of nature md nations ? and that 
joH haft cj^used such a diplomatic document to have 
been distributed and enforced at this ali-pov/erful 
Congress ; must not the effect have been such as 
the most devoted abolitionist C9nld have ^^skad ? 

About sixty years since, four of our great mesi 
replied to a Prussian Manifesto against the .right., of 
search ; it was termed the unaiiswetable answqr/^. 
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mi carried conviction, tlii'otiglioiit tli6 world ; jd 
that was fouEded'on political justice ; this aFgumesil 
•on Divine truth; for the law of nations is built on 
the iBierring rules of justicfe^ which iincliang-eabty 
direct every law, huinan or Divine^ for individiial 
man, or coilective empire;' it is founded oii tlie 
law of nature^ directed by the law of God. Om^ 
Saiviomr says, Wc; should do unto others, as we 

Vfonld they should do unto us." . FulTendorf de- 
fines the lavir of nature, to be the great rule pre- 
" scribed by our Saviour, of doing- to mm^ 
" as we would he done by." Hobbs proves i£ 
thus ; The rule to try the iaw of nature by is this ; 

whenever you are going to co.nrnit any ac£ 
" against any person, suppose yourseif in the place 

of that person, and act by him as in similar 

circumstances you would wish him to act hj 
" you." If slave traders would follow this rule^ th® 
trade would perish by an act of suicide ! 

• Cicero^ in his beautiful fragment, considers th^ 
law of nature and nations the same. Grotius de- 
foies the Lex Naturse to be just consequences. 

drawn from natural principles ;" and the " Jus 
" Gentium to be the miversal consent of nations 
5' to those principles." 

Vattel defines the law of nations " to be a just 
" and rational application of the law of nature t(? 
" the affairs and conduct of natiorEs/' 



It is indisputably allowed, that the slave trade m 



'Violation of justice, Immainity, and tlic first prm« 
dp!e3 of universal jiii ispradence ; tims it cannot be 
ppporteil by that law which hvilt on natural 
jHStice,, and founded on Divine prpcjept ; would 
not this «?ubject, enforced by the powerful argu- 
mQXkis of such pre-eminent me?i as I have nien^ 
^ioucd;, ■ hayc. been , irresistible? they would have 
jllpmine^^ they would have convinced, and like tlm 
iiivjae rod of Aaron, ha;ye dispersed the serpents of 
the jnagicians. Why was- not such sjt remoiistranc© 
ctfetained and dispersed? 

. I ihink it might iiave been effected with as mucl^ 
p^e®, at aja littl^ expence, and perhaps might have 
^tendered m much service to the. cau^e^ as Mr. 
!^ji!berforce*5 letter to Prince Talleyrand. Yet it 
will be r^teratedj that tliis all-instructive epistle is 
Hfee Talisman /Ho appal the guilty, sf^ mad the free/', 
smd insure universal Abolition. 

^ I shudder, at the state we now plunged in, 
teis question, I leam, has been dismissed from 
tlie Confess, without an argument being ©feed 
in itn favour, Spaia and B)rtugal resisted tlie in- 
terference of tho^e mighty Sovereigns with this 
subject, because they did not interfere with the 
territorial divisions in Europe." (I write from 
g^^erai r^rt) Siu-eljthi^ w^s not a suaHcient 
MmQB to induce those poweifui Potentates to^ re- 

* Eighth Report Account, « paid for a large number of Mr. 
Wilfeerforise's XretEey.oa tfe^ slave tts4e, ,831 49, SjJ' 



linquisla tliciv dxiiy ? for ¥attel lays it dbmi^ 
{Fscdim. 13,) " That tlie object -of - the great -so- 
ciety, estobJished by hature h&tweeAi all nations;, 
is the iiiterchang'c of mutual assktsincc , for feeir 
improvement; avid tlic jSi-st general Jaw tbat we 
discoyer in Ihe veiry object of the society of na* 
tions, is.t!,3at each indsYidual mtion is bound to 
" €ontrihute every thing, in her povcer to the hap'- 
f*^ piness and .perfection . of all the other s.^^ 
Bid riot this law coaclmiveiy bind them to infcerfere 
and contribute to idie happiness and perfection of 
Africa ? The same great authoF informs ns, that 
tlie second geneml law is, That e¥ery natlaa 

should be left to the peaceable eojoymeni 
''^ that liberty, whicii she inherits from smtmeJ' 
No one can dtny tiiat the slave trade destroys 
the peaceable enjoyment of liberty^ surely the 
Sovereigns in Congress shosdd have impOTtiv€% 
said, We are in duty iioand to ente? into this 
" question ; we are assembled for the preserva- 
V tion of other nations ; tosecnriC them from rain, 
'f . contribute to their perfection^ render them ju«^ce 
ourselves, and to use all proper endeavors that 
such jiistice be universally dispensed."^ 

Such is the sound principle those mighty Monarchs 
would have declared, and could have supported 
their determination by ?the: highest 'RMhority, 
¥attel^ writing on the duty of natioiis, (b. 2, €. 1,) 
^ys, " No one nation should hinder another isom 
*5 attaming the end of civil society, or rendtjr her 
" incapable of attaining it; which general p*k-« 



^ciple.lbrbids naiions to practise' niy et*i! yMxigsu^ 

vres teimmg to create . disturbances in . anotlicr 

sfate, to fofiisiit discord., to corrupt its people, to 
• raise enemieo, or deprive it of iiattij'al oAYmi^ 

teges/.' Tire ^ slave trade sareiy creates ail those 
evils 0 . Tiieii they " Biigiit have ■ concluded ; " the 

ieameclGrotiiis (de Jlire^ B. and P, .L. 2nd; C. 20.) 

asserts, that a Sovereign "may justly take up arms 
. to - chastise nations which are gizjity of eaormoiis 

traiisgressions against, the law of nature:'' and 
lli'ds^ from their general conduct, I am authorized 
III saying- they would \\?cst& replied, had they been 
ably incited by a learned and eloquent remonstrance 
■addressed to -them .when assembled ob. the. great 
bench of justice, declaring and enforcing* the law 
of nature and nations^ for the prosperity, protec- 
tion, and happiness of mankind. A dictum, that 
the slave trade was contrary to the iaw of nature 
and nations, v/ould have issued; those merciless 
miscreants that avariciously persevere in it, might 
then have beeii seized oii in their true , character^ 
liostes humani generis^". and annihilated:' but m 
truth I cannot any where discover, ' an^ effort decla- 
ratory of a sincere deiemiiiiation to have this trade' 
exterminated ! 1 ! 

The late decision of Congress, now ultimately* 
leaves the completion- of this question with Lord 
Castlereagh ; who I hope will cease to communicate 
pHvately with those pilferers' of his popularity ; 
from which i anticipate the most favoumble result : 
for ^th©wgli we Imve lost the opportunity of catch- 



lii^i' the mlleciive concurrence of tae Soverei£'i:nG of 
•Europe, yet we may obtain their individual acquies- 
cence to establish this traflick in fellow-creatures, 
a Yiolation of the law of Q-Qd, of Nature, and of Na- 
tions. Prance has pledged, herself to aid and assist 
<lreat Britain in the complelion of this great work, 
lovely in thi contenrplation of 0-od-and man ; the 
finest feelings of this empire will be gratified ; 
and the Statesman iinder the crown of England, 
who shall be the insirument in obtaining this ful- 
filment of our wishes, by his zeal, his w.'sdom, his 
benevolence^ and perseverance, v/ill' deservedfy 
enjoy, the Christian's blessings and the Negro's 
prayer, 

i hdve said Sir, 1 would rejoice to see you resign 
tlie prominent part you have so imsuccessfuliy taken, 
in abolishing the slave trade ; because I am satis- 
fied it is now placed in as able and zealous a person's 
direction, as could have been selected. Let him only 
be fanned by a little of the same popular breath, that 
has so long- kept alive your exertions, and every 
desirable object will be accomplished in live years ; 
though for five and twenty, in the blaze of popu- 
iarit}^, nothing" beneiiciarwas effected by you. 

But you proclaim your desire, that Africa 
" should be cultivated, and civilized ; commerce 
" with England established, and the arts intro- 

duced." As t have said before, you have a 
strong and rich party, that go togethier naturally ; 
for their object is power, and their means, the force 



of €o;: -"cUdaied niiinberfj. To support, aad bo, sup-' 
poited. is tlie boiid of union. The Societies mu 
!ea4 ore rieb.^ and would be. riclier^ if tlieir fuBcls 
were not iiselessljr lavished, for private adYaiicement^ 
.MaEflislimeRt, or emoliimeot ; yet if yon. will forward 
your professed objects, joii can still render great be- 
BeSt to Africa. Present annually the native Chiefe^ 
v/liQ have Minqulslieci the sla?e trade, with Eome- 
tliing useful or contributory to their comfort. , It is 

-hui jugtice; for if the Chief loses his comforts by 
the exertions of England, lie may. naturally look 
to England for some compensation ; imtil other 
sources are opened, from whence he can attain a 
supply, give him implemeiits of agricultiire, and 
the instruments used by mechanics ; you iray 

'«|!i!ckly ohseiTe to what good use they will be 

,t.araed; give a few articles for common use, and 
some thing for luxury, as tobacco, bafts, beads, a 
Httle rum, a little powder and shot^ and a few 
fowling pieces. The Chieftains may then begin 

' to think the white men honest, and really desirous 
to befriend them ; though at present tbey have no 
such belief ; while we are useful, they will liave 
intercourse, and when friendly they will have con- 
fidence : having obtained this foundation, you may 
safely send persons to instruct the rising genera- 
tion. Thus you raise the superstructure ; establish 
a market for the natural productions of the country, 
and the superOuities of labour ; then you will soon 
convince every Potentate on that continent, how 
much more valuable it is, to employ the hands of their 
fellaw-creatures, than to barter their bodies. After 



thk f:oniideiiec is obtained^ fiiey vail comi you. mio 
ilie mierior ; as yoii contribute to their cooiforts and 
gratificationG, they will give you their coEimerce 
and wealth ; tliere will be a reciprocity of CGmmer-' 
cial advantages, now boried undeF suspicioAi ; and 
when fovL infuse knowledge Into the cliildreOj the 
next generation will imbibe the principles of justice, 
and the precepts of religion. Thus you will at 
length facililate civilization, and increase the hap- 
piness of Africa ; while yoii augment trade, mid 
pout wealth into the lap of England.- 

Oil this subject I eonld enlarge with pleasure ; 
■point oiit the Chiefs, and the places on the coast^, 
(the patronage of which you wished to poasess) 
from the fembia, to Angola; but I am exhausted; 
fearful that few who read this will completely under- 
stand it, because few are conversant with the we:s£ 
coast of Africa, the slave trade, the Abolition Acts, 
the Compaiij and African Institution Reports, or 
the deplorable state of Sierra Leone. I v/ould 
labour to render the entire subject perspicuous, 
but the hour of my departure may be at hand, and 
the moment to procure investigation miint not be 
lost 

I have no time for condensation ; not even for ' 
sufficient correction. All I could do privately, I 
have done; but my exertions were vain. I wrote 
to you from Africa; I spoke to you here; Mr. Allen 
persuaded you to call me before a Committee of the 
African Institution, which I found to be made up 

f2 
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of the nelecl fnemh of the paitj/^ and si few dkhi.'-' 
tcrested m& amiable^ but timid men. ■ I expected 
Rotlimg"^ md T/m not clisappcioted. They consid- 
ered, it would be dangerous to impeach the manage- 
ment, curtail the psfroiiage^ or contract the mer- 
cantile iu(03:est; of old direclins^ servant and 
friend. 

. Yon then importuned me,, until I promised to 
xxiake Y/ritten ' remarks on your Reports, which I 
assured voti were delusive and fallacious from. 

beginning' to end." I complied with your re- 
quest, and satisfied yon J said nothing-, tha!- 1 would 
not write ,5 or tliat I. would write nothing, I could not 
prove ; for I concluded my Introduction thus, " I 

only request, in return for the trouble 1 have 
" taken, that if I have said, or have written anj^ 

thing on which a doubt can hang, that I may be 
" allied on for farther proof, and it shall be imme- 
^'^ diately given." Yet in private It was whispered 
there, was no proof of v/liat I had said, or written, 
though I o0ered it; and though f. caused to be 
brought before you, three of the oldest, most intel- 
ligent, most respectable^ and most independent 
gentlemen, you yourselves ever sent to the colony ; 
for Mr. Hamilton, Mr, Yanneck, and Mr. Nichol, 
were all servants to the Sierra, Leone Company, 
and afterwards held considerable offices under the 
crown. But every thing beneficial to Sierra Lecne, 
to Africa, or to England^ to support your own pro- 
fessions or promises, to expose the defalcation of 
funds, or the aggrandizemertt of individuals, was to 
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be prohibited ; every sacrifice was to be made to con- 
cealment; no iiiqeiry to be instituted, no atteiitioE 
paid to any represeiitatiori ; lesi esiposnre should 
tear the pillars from under the Temple of Promise, 
and the feme of the very dders pensli in tho. ruins. 

I was misrepresented:, lest m}^ representations 
should have been attended to, or consultation, or 
•reference lea4 to disclosure-. This a^pefai was my 
dermerrresort,'"- 1 embraced it • ^):iid M¥e.^Tjtten 
■most rapidly the -foreg^oing pages^ in siclcness and 
.anxiety:; while «very energy 'of my minci Was enfee- 
bled by oppression and annoy^ince. But I am 
.•released from a weight of -reKpoB'pibility '?ii?d. vare ; 
-I have discharged a gT'eat' d^ty-; and 'roy.-.-wind 
-ia. -relieved >; with pleaisure -I .look'. <>n' .'these!. 'sheets 
. however defective ; and deliver them toShepiiWick, 
. with the determination of a man, that lias laboured 
.■to do welL;' and I 'hope with spinX •tlialt -depress.ion 
. could hot m&hQ pnsillatiiraoiss;, nor el^vatioii arro- 
■ ;p'a;nt. 

I liave'the honor to be, ^ 
Sir, 

Your most obedient, humble servant, 
ROBERT THORPE. 

fOLEY PLACE, 

Fd. I, 1815. 



FOSTSCEIPT, 

SiHCB writing the foregoing- pages, it lias grven 
me great pleasure to, leai-n^ that the Secretary of 

-State, (acti¥dy alive to the'cali of justice and hyma- 

. mty) bas already relieved the unfortunate Messrs. 
BrodiS;, Cook, and Dimbar, from the misery of cor- 

iinemsni m thellulks; the Lords of the Treasury 
and other Fubiic Departments will soon perceive 
the fcEtid foiiEtain from whence they have hereto- 
fore derived their iDformation coiicerning" this mkr 
chieyously managed colony of Sierra Leone ; rapa- 

• city vrM then be restrained and persecution chas- 
tised^ but when the period arrives for the heah'ng 
balm of retributiQR to How from the King in Council, 
and His Majesty '8 Courts of Law, there will be 
" death unto sin, and a new birth unto righteous- 
ness/' 
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Petition from the J'/bva Scoiia Settle7'Sj to the 
Directors of the Sierra Leone Company,- hi 
1793. 

" THAT your Petitioners are sensible of, and 
thankful for, the good intended, by sending them from 
*^ Nova Scotia to this country ; and, in return, aKsure the 
" Directors, they are well inclined to assist the Company 's 
views al! in their power. 

That they are grieved beyond expression to be forced to 
complain of hardships and oppressions loaded on them by 
" the Managers of the Colony, which, they are persuaded, 
^' the Directors are ignorant of, 

That the promises made by the Company's Agents, in 
Nova Scotia, were preferable to any ever held out to them 
before ; and, trusting the performance of them, (with the 
" Almighty's assistance, and their own industry,) would better 
" their condition, induced them to migrate here. That 
none of those promises have been fulfilled, and it has been 
" insinuated to them, that Mr. Clarkson had not authority 
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" for making any, they therefore beg to be informed, whe? 
ther sui:h is the case or not, and that the Directors 
point out oa what footing they tire considered. 



That health and life is valuable and uncertain ; that not- 
withstanding they labour under the misfortune of wanting 
" education, their feelings are equally acute with those of 
white men, and they have as great m anxiety to lay a 
foundation for their children-s freedom and happiness as 
" any human beings can possess^ That they believe the 
.Directors wish to make them happy, and that they think 
" their sufferings are principally due to the conduct of the 
Company's Agents here, which, they suppose;, have been 
partially represented to the Directors, 
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That, Mr! Osrksoii -had promised, in Nova Scotia, 
among other things, they should be supplied with every 
necessary of life, from the Company's stores, at a moderate 
advance of ten per «;ent. pn the prime cost and charges. 
That whib Mr. Clarkson remained in the Colony, they 
paid no more : but since t|ien, they have been pharged 
upwards of a hundred per cent. That they would not 
grumble even at that, if the worst of goods were not sold, 
and paltry advantages taken of them, particularly in the 
article of rum. That they had known, by Mr. Dawes's 
** order, several puncheons filled up with thirty gallons of 
water each ; and even, though thus reduced, sold to them 
at a more extravagant price than they had ever paid 
before. 
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That tlie only means they have of acquiring those goods, 
" Vi by labouring in the Company's service ; and even this 
they are deprived of, fit the whim of Mr. Dawes, or any 
" other gentlemarfi in fif^iqe, which they consider a prodi- 
gious hardship, as it is the only resource whereby they can 
*^ provide brea^ for their facailies. That, out of mere pique. 
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several have been discbarged from service, and not pe"-3 
f mittedj even witli their little savings,, to purchase provisioa^ 
from the Company's store-liouse^ the onlj one here. 

" That Mr. Clarkson informed them before he sailed for 
England; the Company had becK mislakeisi m the quantity 
of land they supp.oaed themselves possessed of, and ia 
f^' consequence only owe fifth-part of what was originaiiy 
" promised them (the petitioners) could be at present per*- 
" formed ; which quantity the surveyor would deliver them 
in a fortnight at farlhesti but tliey shbiild have tha remain- 
" der at a future timis. 

That they should have been satisfied had thfey got one- 
" fihh of their proportioE in good lg.ndj time enough to have 
" prepared a crop for the ensuing year, but the mine are now 

conimence.dj and the surveyor has hot iiiaished laying out 
*' the small allotments, whiph he jnight have done, had lie 

not relinquished the work as sopn as Mr» Clarkson sailed^ 
" and the greater part of those he has surveyied are so moun« 
" tainoiis, barren, and rbcky, that it will be impossible ever 

to obtain a living frblil thekn. 

We will wait patiently until we hear from you, becausQ 
" we are persuaded you will do us justice ; and if your Ho- 
" nours will inquire into our sufferings, compassionate us, 
" and grant us the privileges v/e feel entitled to ifrom Mr. 
" Clarksbn's promises, ive will continually btfer up our 
" prayers for you, and endeavour to iiapress on the . minds 
" of our children the most lasdng sense of gratitude," 

Rc. §CC. 
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portugujese slave trade. 

Copy of tJie Tenth Article of the Treaty of 
FrkfidsMp and Alliance between His Bri'^ 
' ^'^ TANNIC MjjFSTT ufid IHs Eo^^al Migkms^ 
The Frincs Regent of Portugal, signed 
■ at Mio de -Janeiro ike I9th of Febrimiy 1810 ; 
" and p^Uished hi/ At&thoriti/, 

* His "^oyal Higlioess the Prince Regent of Portugal^, 
being fully convinced of the injustice and impoHc}- of the 
Slave Trade, and of the great disadvantages which arise 
from the necessity of introducing and continually renew- 
^■^ ing a foreign and factitious population for the purpose of 
labour and industry wilkin his South American dominions^ 
has resolved to co-operate with His Britannic Majesty in 
^'^ the cause of humanity and justice^ by adopting the most 
" efficacious means for bringing about a gradual Abolition 
" of the Slave Trade throughout the whole of his dominions. 
And actuated by this principle. His Royal Highness tho 
Prince Regent of Portugal engages that his subjects shall 
^' BCJt be permitted to cany on the Slave Trade on any part 
of the Coast of Africa, not actually belonging to His Roya^ 
" HighncGs's dominions, m which that trade has been dis- 
" continued and abandoned by tiie Povi'ers and States of 
" Europe, which formerly traded there ; reserving, however, 
to his o%vn subjects the right of purchasing and trading ia 
■"^ slaves within the African dominions of the Crown of Por- 
tugal. It isj however, to be distinctly understood, that the 



stipulations Qf the present article are not to lie coosldcreQ 
^' as isivalidaling or otherwise affpcting tlie rigtiso of the 
^'^ Crown of Portugal to the territories of Cabisiida and Mo" 

hmbo (wbicli rights have formerly been questioned by the 
<^ Government of France), nor as iimidng or restraining the 
" corriKierce of Ajuda and other ports m Africa (situs?ted 

upon the coast commonly called in tfie Portiigaese Ian- 
" guage, the Cosld de Mina), belonging to or claimed by the 

Crown of Portugal : Hi? Royal ilighness the Frincq Ec- 

gent of Portugal beiug resolved not to rpsign nor forego 

his just and legitimate pretensions thereto^ nor the rights 
*f of his subjects to trade with those places, exactly in the 

same mrinapr as they have hithertQ dm^* 

Extract fro7n the Fifth Article of the Treati^ of 
" Araity, Commerce;, and Navigation^ between 
" the above contracting Parties ; signed (is 
" above, 

' III order tp avoid any differences or misunderstanding 
" with B espect to tlie sfegulations which may respectively con- 
" stitute a British or Portuguese vessel, the high contracting 
" parties agi ee in declaring^ that all vessels built in the do- 
minions of his Britannic Majesty^ and owned^ navigated, 
and registered according to the laws of Great Britain, 
" shall be considered as British vessels. And that ail ships 
^* or vessels built in the countries belonging to his Royal 
" Highness the Prince Regent of Portugal, or in any of 
them : or ships taken by any of the ships or vessels of war 
belonging to the Portuguese Government, or any of the in- 
" habitants of the dominions of his Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent of Portugal, having commissions or letters of marque 
" and reprisal from the Government of Portugal, and con- 
" demned as lawful prize in any Court of Admiralty of tke said 



f< PoFliigy.epe Qoveraiiiesil:, imd owned by the siibjects of' h'm 
Royal liighiieGS the Priape Rf-gent of PortugaL or any of 
tliemp^nd whert^of tbe master and tliree-fourths of the ma<» 

*^ rmersj, at iea&t, are subjects of his Royal Highness . tbe 
Prince Regent of Portuga! : shall be considered as Fortu- 
giiese vessels.' 

'■Mere foUom the Cominentarv, on ' these Ar tides, 
\ ' the Jfriedn Insfitutidn.^ 

From these estractSj^ it appears, that no Portuguese Slave 
" Trade is lawful which is carried on at any part of the coast 
" of Africa^ not actually under the dominion of the Grown of 
I^Ortugal; diid that therefoir^ all vessels iradii^q; contrary to 
tMis stijiuia^ion . 'trip ii^sble io seizure, ft furllief ^.pp.^ars. 
" that Id give "^}>>j Vessel k titfs tcS the protect^oK q\ t\je .^^or- 
lugusse ^ag-in carrying o« ^ven this iimited traffic in slaves, 
it is necessary that she should either be built in the: domi- 
Bionsj of Portugalj or condemned as prize in a Portuguese 
" Court of Admiralty J and that in either of these cas'es she 
" should be owned by a Portuguese subject or subjects^ and 
that her master and three- ifoisrths of hei" crew tshould lilso 
be Forluguese subjects,'* 
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Cojyy of Lord Castlereagh's' Imtructiom to ike 
Lords of the Admiralty respeciing Poi^tuguese 
" Slave Skips. 

" Foreign Office, E% 6, 1813. 

Mj Lords, 

In consideration of complaints received 
from the Government; of Portugalj, respecting cestain 
seizures of Portuguese ships eniplojed in carrying Slaves 
from the coast of Africa, I am commanded Ijy his Royal 
^' Highness the Prince Regent, to desire that your Lord- 
" ships will be pleased to instruct his Majesty's cruizers not 
to molest Portuguese ships carrying Slaves bona iide oti 
" the accoimt and risk of Portuguese subjects, froni pottk 
" of Africa belonging to the crown of Portugal, to the 
*^ Brazils : but by this instruction it is by nc means intended 
" that vessels, as hereafter described, should not be brought 
" in for adjudication, viz. : 

1. "A Portuguese ship bound from a FortugucBe port in 
" Africa, with a cargo of. Slaves to any' port not subject to 

the Prince Regent of Portugal. 

2. " Any Portuguese ship bound to, or having taken her 
departure with a cargo of Slaves from, any port in Africa, 

" not under the dominion of the crc'vn of Portugal. 

S. Any Portuguese ship, the property on board of which, 
" being a cak"go of Slaves, is other tiian Portuguese. 

4. " Any ship whatever, laden with Slaves, wherein the 
" ship or the Slaves are in whole, or in part,, the property of 
a British subject, or of a citizen of the United States. 



5. Aiiy ship bearing the For tuguese isgj u'liich slid! 

Iiave besi? fitted ap fop tlie convey^ince of Slaves at a Bri- 
" tish port> or of which the comiTiander, or other superior 

ofilcer^ shall be a British subjects or citiEen of'the United 
" States, 
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" in ortleir to prevent any misspprehensRHi of what is to 
bs considered a Portuguese vessel, it will be necessary to 
add*, that the 5th Article of the Treaty of Commerce with 
Portugal of ISlOj, which defines what shall be considered 
as a Portuguese ship, applies only to ships claiming entrji' 
m British ports, under the favourable duties stipulated ii't 
f that Treaty, it v/as never intended to confine the trade of 
Portugal in all parts of the world to ships of that descrip- 
tion, iBuch less to expose to capture by that construction 
of tise Treaty, on the high seas^ all other ships claiming to 
be Portuguese. 

^' With respect to what is to be consJ.derfed as Portiiguese 
" territory on the coast of Africa^ your Lordships will be 

pleased to direct the naval officers to attend as strictly as 
" possible to the tenor of the Tenth Article of the Alliance^ 

with Porttsgal, until some further regulations shall be agreed 

upoa bet^veen the two countries. 

" I have the honour to be, &c. &.c. &c. 

(Signed) Castlereagh." 

To tlie Lords Comraissioncrs J 
of the Admiralty. j 



* Thus Lord CasUereagh mildly rebukes the unptcceJented Iritferference 
of (he African Institution with the law, by which the Navy was led into errors 
und the Court compelled to act against its coaviction, by the ignorant and 
inlsddy-liead'edcoafusbtt, in which they mixed the tvro Treaties. 
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MxposUmi as delivered % the Vice Admitaltg 
Court of Sierra Leone. ■ 

The loth Article of ihe Treaty of friendship and alHaiice 
between his Britannic Majesty and the Prince Regent of 
Portugal, signed Feb. 10, 18iO, cannot be construed strictly 5 
because the principle avowed in the commencement; for the 
restriction of the tr ade, is inconsistent with the extent of ter- 
ritory claimed in its conclusion, ia which, without restraint 
on the subject, it may be exercised : therefore it can only ha 
construed by intendment, upholding the benevolent spirit 
declared in the preamble, as actuating the Prince Regent of 
Portugal's conduct. 

The Article begins by an assurance, " that tlie Prince 
" Regent of Portugal, being convinced of the injustice and 
" impolicy of the Slave Trade, and of the disadvantages 

which arise from introducing such a factitious population 
" into his South American dominions, has resolved to co- 

operate with his Britannic Majesty in the cause of hu- 
" mauity and justice, by adopting the most efficacious means 

for bringh)g about a gradual Abolition of the slave trade- 

throughout the whole of his dominions ; and that his 
*' subjects shall not be permitted to carry on the slave trade 

on any part of the coast of Africa, not actually belonging 

to his Royal Highness's dominions the intention of 
%vhich is clearly this ; that the Price Regent, actuated by 
feelings of justice and hismanlty, and considering this fac- 
titious population a disadvantage to Brazil, is resolved to 
britig slaves only from and to his own dominions ; and even 
the numbers to be exported from his dominions ou the 
coast of Africa, shall be gradually diminished, — But the 



f/L-adccoiitmues^, rcscrviog however tc bjs:0"ivn subject,;? tae 
'^^ riflit of purcbasing nnd trading hi slaves withia the. domi" 
mrms of the Grown of POrtu^^iI and after this, reserva-" 
tlca, -Vvberever tliere . is .a spot on the coast of Africa, 
about vtiiicli- a aoul}£ could foe. started as to his douiiuions, 
the FriscG Regent stipulates,- tliat.-his right sliaH.uct be dis- 
puted; and tlien he claims Cabinda^ Molerabo,, AJuda,, the 
Gosia da Mind, of:a«y part of Africa., , £6 \vhicli the Cromi 
of Portugal has miy pre/tendbm ; and the article concludes 
■thus : His Jlojal Highness being resolved not to resign, 
" or forego, iiis jtsst aiid legitimate pretensions ;• ',ior the right 
of his js'sibjects to trade with those places, as they had 
formerly doisie;" tha,^ the Ia,st , part dis'ectlj contrisdicts the 
intcntioa declared . in the first : because Portugal clairn.^, 
tlie ivhole coast by gift fi-orn the Pope; such beiijg the foun- 
dation of this title, her pretensiors^ ar6 not to be disputed; 
Bor the right of her subject.^ to trade, inconsequence of tfiofie 
pretensions ; and lastly, in confirmation of the Crown's pre- 
tensions!, and ttie subject's fight, the Royal p^gspchs issued 
(in general), "esteud the leave to trade over the whole coast 
of Africa. It is evident then, if we attend to this contra- 
dictory article, it must be from considering its intention, as 
declared in its commencement; and in that way I shall ex- 
amine it. The Prince Regent of Portugal, having bound 
himself -by this Treaty to confine his subjects to the dave 
trade from the dominions of the Crown of Poriugai, we have 
So consider where his real dosiiinioiis on the coast of Africa 
do exist ; and as I have assiduously investigated this subject, 
my information may perhaps be useful. At Molembo, Kot 
a vestige proclaims that the Portuguese ever had any pos- 
sessions there ; nor do the natives allow they ever had. At 
Cabmda, there remain a few stones, to mark the spot where 
a Fort might once have stood, in possession of the Portu- 
guese ; but the native Chiefs maintain, they were only suf- 
fered to he there for trade, without any claim to dominion. 
At Aj«da,they have a ftag-stafF and factory, for the posessioa 
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residence ; nor wotald the S®verei§is Powers on th^ coast 

■hxst mi ma CesS^ffi^ae, the ' B!^^ sf -MseSo> tas^ & 
.^aKsIl pass^efe; m sfeiaU'it-ls> em tlfKcjiigli Bi^&b 

CMsfe araaiil thQ?is.-- At- Ajlsila,t&^oljM!Ei li^Jjir'tlatsyii'diia 

gMppHed fmiti -I^aDgo, Afiibm^ Ib^ '€sSr%d, Msb fey 

isy small - ■ms^h fmm the dv»& CJMjsh} 'Brntf, ^^ialiir> 

■ It ^saft' H p&Mvdy ptm&i; tliat "Mn^ E%eM df i%r- 
c^ist <as S&int Fmh Loaiwlil> Novo R-todiitife, iit0 ut ^tmt 

poorest sophisSi oi^iJe, ilij^t tkey i^ii^port ih^b skv^S ir^iia 
their owa dominionsj, because thj^ir ships ancJhor at Priisces^ 
Saint Thoms!3> Ajiid or Cabinda, when, the slaves purchased 
from the oative Chiefs the Coiitinenl, are only removed 
Into thosQ shtps hy cahoes> or siiiali slw^s^ iVom doiiiinbnt? 
|o which F^jrtegal has .no daim> and (4ver-wbisli she sever 
•exercised any ^oattol. ■ 

BeUveea latitude 'eight md tweke,- South the Equator^ 
the FfiEce Kegetsl «jf Fortagal^has those extensive domiasoas 
from Sffiiat Frfs 'to Saint Philip^ev where also he has forts, 
iferces^ Ci^tom hoases^ aad esecative goveraracilts ; and to 



,^s3rl;!j il'is'S'£i^ciesS-s|?3cc':fc?^ suQrceE^sy-.maa, to' extend 
.;M?!-powa?;of eatsiliag oa suVJaed man'mterauaabk skvsFjf* 

■'llef::c"t£ ; binds.. HsBself'gradiially to abolish*: this. . aefarioiJB 

,Mi!se- llie'TrsEl^rWts eigaedJ'' There -is a Custom houss al 

.efBall duties are: paid j ' tlierefore : it csa'fee EscertaiRsd"; wliat 
.paste is-.' ejiposted^ from,.: Africa' Mo. - the' Brasik,-" wliea 
itlfo ; is "{pfoperij- coofined; SO;'., those - places j it- ca^'also 
,|j2 kaowa-,wlKtt^ au5aber.- is received . at tlie Brssils becaiiss 
.tlieir lavs?;i&e€ts;-a royal -duty ''there,- arid .-the. Passports 
.■coi'id • regulate' lliQ msmljer tliat sboM.ld-be exported ; and im- 
■iiOfteu^-byspediymg-ia tlie'body of the Passport^ bow- Ki.f'.ny 
&e.s!jip' for ;w!iicli; it is'given shall :be'allowed to carry.^* At 
■ the same ^me our Coait may jusdy insist, that asi; siaosissl 
diiniiisition of the number should be enforced tsndsr the 
control of: the Fsssports,-- according -to- 'the: spirit of the 
Treaty: for it. is but justice -to -demand,-- not only:a.'grc;dtial 
dimiRution ; but that also, as for five years, tbey .bave iniiairly 
^inqressed -tlisir trade; ;Sp, -now/, tbfsy /should/ dimiBish'' In a 
^propor'doH, adequate to , the ,-iR£rease.,they' have-; so faithlessly 
o.fjtaiEfid.- T!53s -will foe .stilfiGieot foF: the pressBt* 



Ho. ¥, 



: Mstructimts t& ■ the' Msioi^; sent % the ^fiicmi 

■ - Institutmn. ■ ^ ' 

1st A quantify of water casks v/lioily disprogordossed 
to the ordmwy cosisumptioa of tlie ship's cra\7;, cam 
only be wanting for a living cargo. 

2d. A quantity of provisions, as rice or foeaos, ii&e\7lss fcf: 
'f^ exceeding the wants of the crew. This, however, is Eo'i 
" a necessary criterion, because it happen^ in mzuy casesp 
that rice, instead of being taken from England, is pur« 
chased on the coast, for tlic purpose of feeding the daves. 

*^ 3rd. Barrlcadoes and Bulk-heads to confine the nhvoSf 
either erected, or prepared with a view to future erec- 
tion. 

4th. Small tubs for aiessiog die slaves, commonly 
" called Mess Kitts, in the proportion of one for every ei^ht 
or ten slaves. 

5lh^ Chains and fetters for the slaves ; though these 
^ may have been shipped under tlie general name of iron- 
mongery, and put up in casks till wanted fov use, in ordef 
to avoid suspicion. 

6th. Main-deck gratings, used almost exclusively onboard 
slave ships. It generally happens, that, to escape detec- 

*^ tion, these are boarded over at top, so as not to be visible 
to a person standing on llie deck ; but the fraud may bs 

" discovered by holding up a light beneath the deck, as thea 
the gratip^s ^viU be seen. . 



Wiiifire my of ttiese circumstances are fotod to ctesI ositl 
especialiy wfeere ull arc iomd to exist:, a strong gyoisnd o£ 
suspicion is Airoislsed ; ' such -a groisarl m wciiW jwslify 
** the Captain of a tnara of war s» pursuing Im savestigatioR 
f;;%Vfth^r> -.XiljSeied, ^erft they oil to "fee found zioiteci, kh 
^ appreiiended that there , ^*CRa!d |be »o srooia to hesitate 
about detaiuiag the ve.sseL*" 




J'Hnled fey Iaw aad Gilbert Sj,|oha*8 S'jusrC; loMoh'. 



